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and administration. The only way we can
adequately deal with the position is to place
the details before some independent tribunal.
I do not want a Royal Commission packed
with medical men, I would be willing to
g-ive my evidence, and so would other medi-
cal practitioners, before a man skilled in the
taking of evidence. We have already had
a report from one such man when Mr. Jus-
tice Wolff submitted his well-compiled re-
port on the University of Western Australia
-a rather intricate matter. It would not
be beyond Mr. Justice Wolff's capacity to
investigate health matters in relation to
Western Australia because the facts would
be placed before him by those most inter-
ested. If the Royal Commissioner required
assistance from a medical standpoint, the
Government would naturally appoint some-
one fully qualified for that work, preferably
someone from without the* State. I do not
think the medical profesion would object
to the appointment of a Royal Commission
so long as the commissioner was a man
trained in the taking of evidence.

Question put and passed;, the motion
agreed to.

House adljoierned at 10.25 pa.

Tuesda~y, 4th December, 1945.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30)
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.

As to Properties Offered to Govenmnt.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Lands:

1, Is it his intention to lay upon the
Table of the House all papers in connie-
tion with private properties that have been
offered to the Government for purchase
for the purpose of soldier settlement?

2, If not, why not!

The MINISTER replied-
1, No.
2, It is expected that several hundred

privately-owned farms will be purchased
and a great number of papers will be creat-
ed in connection with each. If the papers
in respect of any particular purchase are
required, they may be supplied.

WHEAT.

As to Price and Stabilisation Scheme.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Ag-
riculture:

1, Have decisions been arrived at-(aI
as to the price of wheat to be paid for the
coming season; (b) as to a wheat stahilisa-
tion scheme, and if so what is the scheme in
outline; (c) as to necessary Federal or
Federal-State legislation!

2, If these mattprs have not been final-
ised when-in view of the urgency of the
matters involved-can a decision be ex-
pectedI

The INIYSTER replied:
1 and 2, No official information js at pre-

sent available.

BILLS (4)-FIRST READING.

1, Superannuation and Family Benefits
Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Premier.

2, Legislative Council Referendum.

Introduced by the Minister for Justice.

3, Hospital Benefits Agreement.
Introduced by the Minister for Health.

4, City of Perth Sanitation.
Introduced by Mr. Cross.
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BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

In committee.

Resumed from the 29th November. MAr.
Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 22-New section,
jetties:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Con-
sideration of the clause was postponed be-
cause of queries raised by members, and I
indicated that the Government would be
prepared to accept any suitable amendment.
Attempts were wade to find satisfactory
wording, but this could not be done on the
spur of the moment. I move an amend-
went-

That after the word ''directs" in line
2 of proposed new Sectioni 234A, the words
"and the Council agrees" ba inserted.

If the amendment he agreed to, a conse-
quential amendment will he necessary in line
4 of the proposed new section. These two al -
terations will enable any council to refuse to
agree; and in such event the jetty will not
be regarded as being within the district of
the local governing authority concerned, and
consequently it will have no legal responsibi-
lity in connection with any such jetty.

Mr. DONEY: I raise no objection to the
amendment. It seems to embody a fair
answer to all the objections various mem-
bers have raised.

Mr. CROSS:- I think the Ministei intends
to include road boards as well.

The Minister for Works: Not in this Bill.
This deals with the Municipal Corporations
Act.

Mr. CROSS: I know! It is intended to
hand over jetties to the councils, and that
would apply to the municipal corporations,
of Perth and Claremont; but road hoards
are affected,

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid the hon.
member cannot discuss road boards under this
measure.

Mr. HILL: I think this amendment will
be acceptable to my council. I recently
toured the South-West and saw a jetty at
Busselt6n. We have a jetty at Albany
which is far superior, but it has been shame-
fully neglected by the Railway Department
and the Government. Had this clause not
been altered, the Government would have

had power to pass that on to the municipal-
ity. Last Monday week the municipality of
Alhany had a chance of taking over the
jetty at £El a year rents], but refused to ac-
cept responsibility for its maintenance.

Mr. NORTH: I am pleased with this
amnendment; but there is an urgent problem
arising- which cannot be dealt with by this
Bill regarding the Cottesloc jetty, That is
not yet under the control of the Cottesloe
Council and cannot be under the Bill. Yet
that jetty in one place is standing on one
leg and has a dangerous lurch and there may
be thousands on it in the next two or three
weeks. While I support the amendment, I
would indicate that I intend to ask a ques-
tion on the matter I have mentioned.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment-

That in line64 of proposed new Section
234A, after the wvord "directs'' the words
''and the Council agrees" be inserted.
Amendment put and passed; postponed

clause, as amended, agreed to.
Title--agreed to,
Bill reported with amendments.

Message.

Message from the Lieut.- Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropriation
for the purposes of the Bill.

Secondr Reading.

THE- MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Ron. J. T. Tonkin-North- East Fremantle)
[4.46] in moving the second reading said:
The Milk Board has been in existence for
about 13 years, and many requests have been
made that it should he given permanence
and also that its powers should be consider-
ably extended. Great public interest has
been aroused on the question of milk supply
in this State, and many people have indicated
their views as to what should and what should
not be provided in that regard. Requests
have been made for the Act to apply to other
districts as well as to the metropolitan area,
it being pointed out that if it is a good thing
for the metropolitan area to be assured of
obtaining a good, wholesome milk supply, it
is equally good for other areas of the State
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to be similarly assurad. The logic of that
argument is difficult to refute, and the Bill
i93 to make provision for an extension of the
area covered by this legislation. It is in-
tended to gi've permanence to the board and
to grant it additional powers so that an ice-
provemnent in the State's milk supply can
be effected.

It cannot be said that the hoard has given
comple'te satisfaction to everybody; that, of
course, is impossible. No board, however
good, would give complete satisfaction.
Neither would any member of Parliament,
nor any Minister! One will find disagree-
ment upon lines of policy-at times, quite
violent disagreement. All that one can ex-
pect is that a board shall meet with the ap-
proval of the vast majority of people; and
I think it can be truly said that the Milk
Board has brought about a very great im-
provement in the industry, has given to the
producers a guaranteed income, and has
also guaranteed consumers a regular supply
of good quality milk. I know it will be said
that a great deal has not been done, so far,
towards providing the State with a milk
supply that can be said to he free from
tuberculosis germs. It is intended in this
Bill to give the hoard power to have the
dairy herds in the State tested, and the re-
acters destroyed, with a view to reaching a
position, -ultimately, where for all practical
purposes the herds can be said to be free
from tuberculosis- To enable that to be
done, it is proposed to use certain funds that
at present stand to the credit, of the Dairy-
men's Compensation Fund and the Mtilk
.Vendors' Compensation Fund. It is pro-
posed to uIse those funds to meet the imme-
diate impact of the cost of destroying the
diseased animals, and subsequently to meet
the cost of improving all dairy herds in this
way by a contribution not in excess of one
farthing per gallon from the producers, with
a contribution of a like amount by the State
Treasury.

In order to get the views of various people
in the State in different sections of the in-
dustry, and to have an over-all picture of
the position, my predecessor in office, the
present Premier, appointed an inter-depart.
mental committee to take evidence and, in
due course, to submit a report. The Chief
Veterinary Surgeon, Mr. McKenzie Clark,
was appointed chainnan of that committee,

and had with him Dr. Kingsbury, Baeterio-
logist and Deputy Commissioner for Public
Health, -Mr. Cullity, Superintendent of
Dlairying, and Mr, Stannard, Chairman of
the Metropolitan Milk Board. Those gen-
tlemen were in a position, because of their
existing backgrounds, to carry out a com-
prehensive survey of the position and to
bring to bear on the evidence brought for-
ward a knowledge and thought which would
enable them to put up a worthwhile report.
That they did. They took evidence from a
number of representative people and visited
a number of dairies in the dairying districts,
and then submitted recommendations which
they considered necessary to bring about ab
supply of high quality milk in this State.

The Bill follows fairly closely the recom-
mendations of the committee, but we have
not included a provision for compulsory
pasteurisation. That will upset some people,
while reeciving the approval of others, be-
cause, as 'with all questions, there is room
in it for difference of opinion. The Gov-
ernment believes it is not right at this stage
to say to people, "The only class of milk
you can have is pasteurised milk, and
you can have nothing else." If people
require pasteurised milk and are satisfied
that they should have it, the demand
for it will inevitably increase its supply,
with 'a consequent diminution of the
s4upply of milk not pasteurised. On the
other hand, if the people desire to have
milk in its raw state, and to do the scald-
ing themselves, and that demand continues,
it will take far longer to reach the stage
where we will have an almost complete
pasteurisation of the milk supply in this
State.

The Government believes that instead of
making pasteurTisation. compulsory it is at
present better to prescribe the conditions
under which milk will be pasteurised, so
that the product will he guaranteed to the
people who want pasteurised milk, leaving
the rest to a change in public opinion and
demand. In that regard the Government
has not followed the recommendation of the
inter-departmental committee, though it has
done so as to testing for T.B. The Gov-
ernment also believes it is highly desirable
that the people of the State be assured of
a milk iupply free from tubercular infec-
tion. It is intended that a system of in-
spection will be cardied out in order that
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diseased animals may be discovered and
destroyed. As I have indicated, the owners
of those animals will be compensated.
Where it is decided that a herd is diseased
and the dairyman must cease supplying milk
from it, he will be compensated not only
for the lass resulting from the action taken
in destroying his animals, but also for the loss
of revenue through his being prevented from
continuing to supply milk.

The existing legislation provides that
where the board revokes a license, becausa
the milk supply is unsatisfactory, the dairy-
man shall have right of appeal. At the pre-
sent time, pending the appeal, the dairy-
man is permitted to go on for several weeks
supplying milk of an unsatisfactory quality,
but that is considered undesirable and, an.'
der the Bill now before the House, it is in-
tended that as soon as a dairyman is told
that his milk supply is unsatisfactory arid
that he must cease supplying, to save time
appeal can be made to the Minister. In the
meantime, be must cease supplying milk.
If the appeal to the Minister is upheld, the
dairyman will be compensated for the loss
of revenue during that period. I think it
will be agreed that that method is prefer-
able to the one operating at present where
the dairyman may, for a period of weeks,
continue to supply milk that the board re-
gards as unsatisfactory, pending an appeal
which might take a number of weeks to
hear. We intend that as soon as the license
is revoked the dairyman shall cease to sup-
ply milk.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Who will have juris-
diction in country areas?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The board will still issue the revocation, and
will work in conjunction with inspectors of
the Department of Agriculture. When the
dairyman is told that he can no longer sup-
ply milk, be can appeal to the Minister and,
if the appeal is successful, he will he coin-
pensated for his loss.

Mr. floncy: What line of action will you
take if an appeal is made to you?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Do not anticipate! I am dealing now with
the provisions of the Bill, and not the lines
that the Minister would take if an appeal
came before him. He would deal with the
appeal on the facts of the case, and on the
evidence presented.

Mr. floney: That is what I wanted.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Had the member for Williams-Narrogin
considered for a moment he would have seen
that there wvas no necessity to ask such a
question. A number of requests have been
received from Kalgoorlie, in particular, that
the legislation should be made to apply to
the Goldfields, and it is right that people
residing there and elsewhere should have
the same protection and guarantee as people
in the metropolitan area, and the Bill
therefore proposes to prescribe other areas
foi the supply and distribution of milk to
the people. Certain of those areas can be
left out of the provisions if the circum-
stances are such as to indicate that they
should not be included. T 'here is power
under the Hill to extend the operations of
the legislation to areas other than the met-
ropolitan districts.

With regard to the constitution of the
board, there is very little alteration as conm-
pared with the provision in the existing
legislation, with the difference that it is
intended to provide now for the represen-
tatives of dairymen to be dairymen. Under
the present legislation it is possible for a
man to continue on the board as a repre-
sentative of the dairymen af ter he has
ceased to be engaged as a dairyman. It is
intended to prevent that in future, and so
the representatives of the dairymen will
themselves have to be dairymen. Further, it
is intended to prescribe two districts for
the purpose of the election of dairymen-
representatives, and one shall be elected
from each district.

Mr. MeLarty: What do you mean by two
districts? Will one represent the suppliers
of the metropolitan area, and the other
the dairymen in the country areas?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURlR:
Two separate districts, to he determined fts
fairly representative districts for the pur-
poses of the election of representatives, will
be chosen. The bon. member would not ask
me to define the boundaries now. Instead
of saying that two men on the board shall
be representative of the dairymen as a
body, it is intended that there shall be two
districts defined for the purpose, and it
"'ill be made perfectly clear that the dairy.-
men in one district shall have a represents-
tive and that those in the other district
shall have the second representative. Col-
lectively, all dairymen will have represen-
tatives on the board in the two persons
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elected in that way. It is required that
there shall be effected very considerable
improvements in the conditions of some of'
the dairies in the different areas; not all of
them have been up to standard.

Mr. MeLarty: Although the great major-
ity of them are.

The MINISTER FOR AGRIGULTUtiE:
If the mnember for Murray-We]Iington
would only give me sufficient time, I would
say that myself.

The Minister for Railways: Most of them
are in his electorate.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Most of the producers, as a body, can be
complimented on the way in which they
have endeavoured to keep their premises
clean and uip to standard, and also upon the
manner in which they have endeavoured to
improve their herds. They have been most
anxious to co-operate with the Department
of Agriculture and to effect improvement
in the standards of their herds and, conse-
quently, in the quality of the muilk they sup-
ply. The great majority of them are an-
xious to do that, but there are some whose
premises are not satisfactory and their mnilkc
could contaminate the whole of the supply.
Thus it is necessary where there are a few
not supplying satisfactory milk because of
the condition of their premises, for the
board to have power to discipline such
people and cause them to effect improve-
ments to bring their premises up to stand-
ard.

It was found in some instances when the
inter-departmental committee went into
this matter, that wells which -were being
used for a water supply were below the
level of the surrounding ground, with the
result that there was quite a possibility of
drainage from the cowsheds finding its watz
into the wells with the consequent polution
of the water. That condition of affairs
could not be tolerated, and where such con-
ditions exist-they are by no means fre-
quent-they will have to be improved. We
will not then have any such potential source
of danger to the milk supply. One of the
big difficulties. in the country districts is the
question of water supplies, and it is realised
that not only do we require good clean
water, but an adequate supply of it. Water
is freely used in the cleaning of dairies,
the washing of machines and utensils, and
so forth. Without a good supply of water
a dairyman is in difficulties, and that Mqs

been a problem vecry difficult for good, con-
scientious dairymen completely to solve.
Then again cool water is required, and that
is not always easy to come by.

Having regard to the difficulties that do
exist, the impossible will not be expected,
hut steps must be taken to have improve--
ments. effected wtecre it is felt that such
improvements are possible. The aim of the
legislation is to give to the people of the
State a germ-free, good-quality milk sup-
ply. For that reason the board is to be
clothed with more power to bring that
about. Greater co-operation and co-ordina-
tion are visualised between the board, the
Department of Agriculture and the Depart-
ment of Pnhlic Health. If we can get that
better co-ordination of effort,. we shall be
able to make better use of inspedtors who
will be able, in turn, to get better results
and so secure a general improvement all
round. I deprecate the fact that in -recent
weeks considerable propaganda has been
indulged in which has resulted in a great
diminution of the milk consumed in West-
ern Australia.

To use the vernacular, a number of people
have got "the wind up" because they have
come to the conclusion that the milk sup-
ply is full of T.B. germs. I do not think
that conclusion is justified by any means.
It is not fair to compare the conditions in
this country where we have plenty of sun-
shin;, with those obtaining in other coun-
tries where cattle remain for large portions
of the year in barns or stalls and get very
little sunshine. It is true there is a high
incidence in some countries because of those
conditions, but it would be safe to say that
in Australia, and especially in Western Aus-
tralia, with its sunny skies, there would be
far less tuberculosis in our herds than is
apparent in the herds of other countries.
However, it is admitted that T.B. does exist
here, and it is highly desirable that steps
should be taken to have herds tested and
disased animals eradicated from the
herds. It is proposed that that shall he
done, but I do not think there is any need
for people to be as seared as they are; be-
cause I am satisfied that when the cattle
here are tested, the incidence of the disease
will be found to be not nearly so high as it
is believed in some quarters.

Hon. J1. C. Willeock: And the infection
is not so high as in some places.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
As a matter of fact, the infection is very
low. The inter-departmental committee
took evidence on the point, and elicited in-
formation from doctors and from hospitals
about cases receiving treatment. The com-
mittee did not put forward any alarming
figures which would justify the propaganda
that has been indulged in during recent.
weeks. I repent that it is admitted that
tuberculosis does exist in the cattle, al-
though we cannot assume from that that the
germs find their way into the milk. It is
Possible to have a. beast infected with T.B.
and its milk to he quite pure. It is cer-
tainly wrong to assume that because cattle
are suffering from T.B. their milk supply is
diseased and unwholesome.

Instances have come before the board
where adulteration has been practised by
people engaged in the distribution and sae
of milk. Even though such adulteration
may not result in the supply of a product,
which "Pon chemical analysis, is found to
be less than standard, nevertheless any such
adulteration should not be permitted. It is
intended to give the hoard power to deal
with that phase, and therefore it is provided
that, without permission, separators cannot
be used at depots where milk is brought in,
the obvious reason being that if separators
were permitted it would be possible to sep-
a rate milk which was very high in butter-
fat contents and so use portion of the
excess to bring under-standard milk up to
the required standard. In fact, theb effect
would be to reduce the standard of good
quality milk, and steps will be taken to pre-
vent that. Members will agree that that ij
a desirable provision. If it is found neces-
sary f or a separator to be used, a permit
can be issued; and the board will then have
an opportunity to determine whether such
selparator is proposed to be used for any
wrongrful purpose.

I think that covers fairly well the pro-
visions of the Bill which may appear rather
bulky to members. Its size has been neces-
sitated by the fact that in order to effect
the desired amendments it wag found pre-
ferable to introduce an entirely new mea-
sure. Most of its clauses are similar to the
sections in the existing Act, and therefore
the Bill should not take as long to consider
as one might expect at first glance at its
size. I regret it was not introduced at an

earlier stage. It was, my desire that it
should have been brought before members
earlier, hut it could not be done. The mat-
ter had to be considered a number of times,
and dif~eulty was experienced with the Gov-
ernment Printing Office because of the ac-
cumulation of work to be attended to there
and the number of Bills that required atten-
tion at the one time. The Government
Printer has had to work overtime to cope
with the task and, in fact, a combination
of circumstances has brought about the de-:
lay which, I assure the Rlouse, could not be
avoided.

I think, however, that once members read
the Bill they will discover a great deal in it
that is not new, Much of it belongs to the
existing legislation, so that the time to be
taken in considering it will be much less than
would ordinarily be expected.

Mr. McLarty: On what basis will the price
of milk he fixed in future; on the same basis
as that in the existing Act?

The M1INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The board will have power to fix the
price of milk and also to fix the charges for
transport within an area, recognising that
those charges will have a bearing on the cost
of'the milk,

Mr. Abbott: Will it have any relation to
the price of butter-fat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE;
The standard quality of milk is fixed. On
that point, now that the member for North
Perth has mentioned it, representatives were
made to the department that the standard
should be raised. It was maintained that it
was possible to supply milk with a higher
butter-fat content; but we in this State have
a particular breed of cow which yields a
good quality milk; and, to have agreed to
the raising of the standard, the first requisite
would be to eliminate those herds as a source
of milk supply. That was thought undesir-
able. Those animals, whilst they do not
give a milk particularly high in butter-fat
content, nevertheless supply a milk which is
regarded as being of good quality, and that
is the reason we did not accede to the request
that the standard should be considerably
raised.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Is there any power
of direction given to the board by the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:-
Yes. The board is to be given power to
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direct that milk shall be supplied to certain
persons or institutions. This provision is
included to deal with situations that have
arisen in the past, where hospitals required
milk and the board djd not have power to
direct that it should be supplied. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. iMeLarty, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-ADOPTION OF CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FoR SOCIAL sEL
VICES (Hon. J. T. Tonkin-North-East
Fremantle) [5.17] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill is a very short one
and it is an amendment which I feel will
meet with ready acceptance by the House.
Its purpose is to amend the Adoption of
Children Act in order to permit of this
State entering into a reciprocal arrangement
with the other States, or with any territory
of the Commonwealth, for the notification of
adoptions. The Bill, if passed, will em-
power the Minister administering the law
of this State relating to adoption of children
to make arrangements for the transmission
to or by him, as the caue requires, of a copy
of any adoption order concerning a child
born in this State and adopted in another
State or territory, or born in some other
State or territory and adopted in this State.
When an adoption occurs in Western Aus-
tralia and the Registrar-General is notified
by the Supreme Court, the fact of the adop-
tion is endorsed on the original birth certi-
ficate of the child.

Should an application be made to the
Registrar-General for a copy of the original
entry of birth of an adopted child, the
Registrar-General would see, on referring to
his records, that the child had been adopted,
and he would not furnish the information.
However, in the case of a child born in an-
other State and adopted in Western Aus-
tralia, the Registrar of Births in the State
where the child was born would have no
record of the adoption; and, in the event
of an application being made to him for a
copy of the birth certificate, he would
doubtless issue it. It might be most un-
desirable that a copy of the original birth

certificate of an adopted child should be sup-
plied; consequently, the aim of this legisla-
tion is to enable reciprocal arrangements tc
be made between the Ministers in the vari-
ouis States, so that immediately an adoption
order is made in one State a copy of that
order can he transmitted to the State wherc
the child was born, and the fact noted On
the birth certificate.

An application by a person subsequent3
for a copy of the birth certificate would
cause an investigation to be made, and th(
Registrar-General would immediately se(
that the child had been adopted. He would
therefore decline to furnish a copy of thf
original birth certificate. This legislation ii
solely in the interests of adopted children
Western Australia is the only State which
so far, has not passed this reciprocal legis-
lation. All the other States have done a(
in turn and it remains for us to fall into line

Mr. J. Hegney: Can the child get a copy
of the birth certificate in his adopted name

The 'MINISTER FOR SQCIAL SER-
VICES: If the Bill is passedf and applica-
tion is made for a birth certificate of an
adopted child,' a certificate will be issued in
the adopted name. To put the matte,
shortly, under the Bill the original birtf
registration and the related adoption can bc
reconciled in the State most vitally con.-
cerned and a certified copy of the adoptior
entry, issued as a registration of birth, car
be made available in such State. That is
the object of the Bill, and for no other
reason than to safeguard the interests of
adopted children by preventing people dis-
covering things which they have no right tc
know. This will not be automatic.

The Minister charged with the administra-
tion of the parent Act will have to enter
into arrangements with the Ministers of the
various States, as well as with the Common.
wealth, for this reciprocity. When that
arrangement is entered into, then power will
be given for adoption orders to be trans-
mitted to and from the Ministers concerned.
We have had cases here where applications
have been made for the issuance of a birth
certificate under the adopted name; but, in
the absence of the power proposed to bE
given by this Bill, the request bad to be
refused. If the Bill passes, such requests
can be ranted in the future. When ar
adoption order is made, a copy df it will bt
transmitted to the State where the child iw
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born, so that the entry can be reconciled
with the birth entry. In that way the pos-
sibility of a copy of the birth entry being
issued will be obviated. I think members
will agree that this is a desirable piece of
legislation and should not require very
much consideration. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mrs. Cardell-Oliver, debate
adjourned.

BILL--INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.
1, Public Works Act Amendment.

2, Criminal Code Amendment.
Without amendment.

BILL-INDUSTRIA&L ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

SecondC Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. H. Panton-Leederville) [5.28] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The Industrial
Arbitration Act has been amended on many
occasions in this Parliament. Three very
comprehensive amendments were made--one
in 1902, one in 1912 and the other in 1925.
On each occasion those amendments were
made as tha result of long experience of the
conduct of eases in the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Court, which experience had proved the
necessity for the amendments and altera-
tions, particularly with a viewv to simplify-
ing the method of approaching the Court
and also with a view to making provision
for as many workers as possible to be
catered for by the Court. In addition to
those three comprehensive amendments,
many other amendments were made from
time to time as necessity arose. Notwith-
standing all of those amendments, we find
two sections of the community-and very
important sections too-are still prevented
from being registered and from being heard
in the Court. The definition of "Worker"
has been amended from time to time. It
now reads,-

''Worker'' means any person of not less
than fourteen years of age of either sex

employed or usually employed by any em-
ployer to do any skilled or unskilled work
for hire or reward, and includes an appren-
tice; but shall not include any person en-
gaged in domestic service, in a private home,
provided that no home in which more than
six boarders and/or lodgers are received for
pay or reward shall be deemed to be a pri-
vate borne.

So, in the definition not only are domestic
servants, or domestic help, not provided
for, but they are excluded from any right-
organised or otherwise-to approach the
Arbitration Court. This provision of the
Bill is to bring the domestic worker within
the definition of the term ''Worker.'' The
Government thinks it is desirable and es-
sential for this section of the community
to be given the same right as other workers
to organise and go to the Arbitration
Court for the settlement of disputes. Prior
to the war one beard many complaints-
they were almost daily--as to the difficulty
of obtaining domestic help for other than
boarding-hiouses, hotels and such establish-
menits. It was almost impossible, accord-
ing to the people who complained, to get
first-class domestic help for their homes.
We can hardly wonder at it, considering
their hours, the conditions under which
they work and the salaries or wages paid.

Prior to the war there wvas no section
of the community, generally speaking,
treated with less respect and having less
status than that known as domestic ser-
Vants. During the war it was quite im-
possible to obtain domestic servants be-
cause they were not looked upon as being
in an, essential service. Now that the war
has ended, we will no doubt hear the old
complaints once more. If that is so, it will
only be because the same conditions will
again prevail. I think, too, it will be
agreed that whilst those conditions are with
us and the wages paid to these people re-
main as they are, an inferior class of
women and girls will be attracted to the
work. We should endeavour to raise the
status of this section. It might be argued
that there is not much chance of raising
the status by inserting this amendment,
but it has been proved, since the Act was
passed in 1902, that more and more of the
workers who were less able to fight their
own bWiles, but who now come under the
Arbitration Court, have bad their status
raised, their hours lessened and their
salaries increased, and these things have
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meant a hetter class of worker, generally,
for the industries concerned.

With the growth of industries that we
are looking forward to in Western Austra-
lia, many of which will employ large num-
bers of female workers, we shall find that
competition will be so keen that unless we
raise the status of this section, the people
who have been complaining will be left
complaining for a long time because a de-
cent class of girl will not take up this work.
No-one, I am sure, wants an unsuitable class
of worker for this occupation. We can see
no way of raising the status of this sec-
tion except by giving it the right to go be,
fore an independent tribunal for the pur-
poses I have mentioned. No-one can object
to giving any section of workers that privi-
lege. So far as Western Australia is con-
cerned, and I emphasise that, arbitration
is the policy not only of the Government
but of the people. The fact that we have
a good Arbitration Act and a well-conduct-
ed Arbitration Court, has been the means of
there being little industrial unrest in this
State. If that has been so with workers
generally, there should be no objetion to
this section being included.

The House should consider this amend-
ment sympathetically and give these people
an opportunity to prove their bona fides.
It is proposed to delete from the Act these
words, "but shall not include any person
engaged in domestic service," etc. We pro-
pose to insert other words in lieu to pro-
vide for the domestic servant class. The
other proposal in the Bill will interest mem-
bers opposite because it deals with rural
workers. Paragraph (c) of Subsection (1)
of Section 94 provides-

Limit the working hours of piece-workers
in any industry except workers engaged in
the agricultural and pastoral industries.

Most people were under the impression that
the Act provided for rural workers, but
a few months ago, in a case between the
A.WAJ. and A. Crombie and others, that
was held to he not quite the position. The
ex-President of the Court, Mr. President
Dwyer, held a different opinion. This case
was heard on the 8th March, 1945, and in
his decision Mr. President Dwyer said-

There is no doubt whatsoever in my mind
that the phrase used in the section ''limit
the working hours'' means simply, limit the
ordinary working hours which may at the
present time and usually are 48 or 44 or 40,
according to circumstances. Perhaps the

wisest thing in the circumstances would be
to give the Legislature an opportunity of
setting forth the meaning of the section by
altering the verbiage and stating the mean-
ing in clear and unambiguous language.

We thought on that occasion that the court
could and would make an award covering
farm workers, but Mr. President Dwyer had
different ideas. We propose to take his
advice and use in the Bill language which
wvill leave no doubt as to whether the
Bill provides for farm workers. Here again
I suggest that if the best men are required
-and I do not care whether farm work or
some other industry is involved-the best
conditions and at least a decent wage must
be offered. Up to date those things can
only be obtained through the Arbitration
Court. We may talk about conciliation,
but there always seems to be some stumb-
ling block in that method and so in this
State the adopted policy is arbitration. The
Government, therefore, desires to give
farm workers an opportunity to organise
themselves and to register in the court. As
a result, we propose to amend the Act by
including words in this Bill giving those
workers the opportunity to have their easp
heard. The alternative is the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court.

The A.W.U.. about which I know some-
thing, is registered as a Federal and A~
State organisation. For years past the
shearers have gone to the Commonwealth
court, but the rest of the A.W.U. workers,
without exception, have gone to the State
court. The construction workers, fibrolite
workers, cement workers and others have
gone to the State court. Chaffeutting em-
ployees work under an agreement register-
ed in the Arbitration Court, or under an
Arbitration Court award, but there are
certain farm workers who are unable to
get redress in the State court. The alter-
native to the provisions of this measure
is to force them into the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court. We should be the last
to force workers to go to the Commonwealth
court, not only because of the delays that
occur hut on account of the tremendous
expense involved. The Commonwealth
court rarely comes to this State. As a re-
suit, we have to go to some other State.
prepare our case and take employers and
employees as witnesses to Melbourne or
Sydney, or wherever the case is to be
heard.
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I suggest that the House give earnest
and serious consideration to these two ques-
tions. They are the oniy two principles in
the Bill. The first proposal is to delete
certain words, with a view to giving those
engaged in domestic service an opportunity,
if they so desire, to become registered and
take their ease to the court. The other
is to clear up what Mr. President Diwyer
regards as very ambiguous language. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate adjourn-
ed.

BILL-TIMBER INDUSTRY (HOUSING
oF EMPLOYEES).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. H. Paakton-Leedervile) [5.43] in mov-
ing the second reading said: If there is
one thing the war has taught us it is the
necessity to provide more and better ameni-
ties for workers in industry. In munition
works, and works generally for war pur-
poses where the best possible work was re-
quired together with the greatest output,
it was soon found in England, America and
Australia that the better the amenities the
better the work produced. Now that the
'war is over there is no reason why wre should
go back to pre-war days. We should profit
by the lessons we !earnt during the war and
put them into practice for the benefit of
industry generally. This Bill applies par-
ticularly to those workers who are removed
some miles distant from the city or from
towns of any decent size. The general
opinion is now held that if good work is to be
expected we must provide reasonable oppor-
tunfities for contentment amongst the men,
and particularly amongst the wives, who are
compelled in the eases with which I am deal-
ing to live in places far removed from towns
and any settlement.

The timber industry of Western Australia
is a ease in point. Large concessions have
been granted in various ways to various com-
panics to enable them to cut out the bush;
mills are erected, and these concessions are
au-h that in most instances. they take many
years. to work over. Consequently a mill
hans to be erected and employees work at the
mill. The necessity has therefore arisen for
the provision of houses in which the men

can Jive and for other amenities that may
be required in order to keep the employees
on the mill. In these eases not only is the
man working but the wife is there from day
to day and from week to week living on that
particular mill, I suggest that up to the
present the amenities associated with the
timber mill, particularly as regards housing,
have not been very magnificent. I admit
that in this respect some mills are better
than others, just as the Minister for Agri-
culture stated earlier when moving the
second reading of the Milk Bill that some
cows gave more butter-fat than did others.
So it is that some mills are worse than others
in the matter of housing and amenities.

The Government is of opinion that the
time has arrived when legislation should be
introduced to alter the present conditions. At
present there is no law to say what the em-
ployer shall do in the matter of housing. He
may put up shacks for the employees to live
in if he likes so long as the men themselves
are prepared to occupy them Andi to pay
rent for them, This Bill provides that
there shall be suiflict housing aecomlmoda-
tioii for sawmill employees, engag-ed in the
timber industry, and it is to be read in con-
junction with the Timber Industry Regula-
tion Act, 1926-37. There are only two or
three principles contained in the measure,
the balance of it being chiefly of a machin-
ery nature. The first principle is that this
legislation shall apiply only to buildings
required for residential purposes on timber
holdings. We are not suggesting that the
owner of the mill or the employer shall erect
buildings, for dance halls, etc., but only those
that require to be used for residential pur-
poses. The Bill will not apply to any tim-
ber holdings within the boundaries of any
city or town unless the Governor-in-Council.
declares that the Act shall so apply. At the
moment I am not able to visualise any mill
that would come within that particular
definition, but it has been decided to give
the Governor-in-Concil this right, if it is
necessary to apply it, to places where the
boundaries are within any city or town.

The measure also provides that the MNinis-
ter may exempt the whole or any part of
a holding from the operations of the Act.
The reason for th.qt iq obvious. Some of
these concessions comprise a large section
of country. There may be times when the
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muen are sent out to do a certain job that
will take only a little while, such as the run-
ning of a railway line or some work of that
nature, Because the men may be located
in a particular spot for a short time only the
right is to be given to exempt part of the
holding from the conditions set out in the
Act. in sueh circumstances it would be
rather foolish to expect employers to erect
newv houses or remodel others in conformity
with this measure. Under certain condi-
tions, therefore, the Minister may exempt
the whole or part of a holding from the
provisions of the Act.

TVhe Bill provides that the owner has to
eoiistruet and maintain buildings suitable
for residential purposes for the employees
of any sawmill on any timber holding. This
means that the mill owners will have to
E'r(ct buildings for the workers, but at the
same time the worker will be liable to pay
rent for the house he lives in. This question
l'rent may be the cause of~ a good deal of

dsnvussion. 'Under the Bill the rent is to be
Ibaqpd on the size, the nature of the buildings
and the facilities and amnuities provided.
The better the house and the better the
amenities the more rent will the employer
probably ask for. The rent is to be fixed
in the manner provided by the award or in-
dustrial agreement under which the workers
ara employed, or it may be arranged by
mnutual agreement between the owner and
the union.

In the event of the employer aad the.
worker being unable to agree to their
mutual satisfaction the matter will be
determined by the board of reference that
is provided for in the award. There are
several ways in which the rent can be
fixed and provided for. The Bill makes
provision for proper and sufficient accom-
modation being made available to the
workers. No building is to be situated
nearer than 200 yards to Any other build-
ing operating on the mill. Anyone who
knows anything about timber mills will ap-
preciate that there are two objectionable
features about them. I have never worked
on a mill nor have I slept on one for any
length of time, but I have been made fully
aware of the big sawdust heaps that are
burning all the time smothering everything
with smoke, and I have been conscious of
the continual, whirr and noise of the

machinery and of the big saw that ra'
through the logs. It is required that I
houses shall be not nearer than 200 yai
from any building operating on the m
Provision is made for the height of I
walls. of the dwelling houses and for th
proper ventilation.

The clauses of the Bill dealing with thi
questions speak for themselves. The houi
will be provided with rooms, other than I
bathroom and laundry, which will be lit
with timber or any other material that
used for the purpose of lining. Eleetrii
installations are to be fitted as may
specified by the district inspector. ThE
must be a suitable stove or oven for co(
ing purposes, which will be installed in c
of the rooms. If there are two or xrn
rooms there must be an open fire place
one of them. There must be an adequi
supply of clean and wholesome water pi
vided for drinking purposes, and for ces
nary and washing purposes available
each dwelling. Sanitation at. timber ad
has always been a troublesome aubje
When I wvas Minister for Health I visit
sonic of the mills and generally found thn
was a complaint about the sanitation.

This Bill provides for proper sanitary
rangements, and in cases where the Pub
Health Department or the local authori
eonsiders it necessary a sanitary -remo%
service must also be provided. That shou
appeal to the member for Canning who b
given notice of the City of Perth Sat
tation Bill this afternoon. Where bail
ings are occupied by men who are Ii
ing alone provision is made for bat
ing and for the washing of elothi
There will be many single men who w
be living alone on a mill. Whilst we a
not asking that every place where sing
men are living alone shall ho provided wvi
a bathroom, shower etc., we are providii
that community showers shall he installi
with the approval of the district inspect(
I see no reason why there should not I
a sufficient number of showers according
the number of men concerned, such
are seen in a military camp, so tm
if they so desire they may tal
their showers each evening'. No dou
many buildings in which employees are Ii
ing alone have already been construete
places in which the men sleep and whii
they have to leave to get their meals
some hoarding-house. Those dwellings mi
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still be used provided the walls are not less
than 7 feet in height and the total floor
space is not less than 80 square feet. The
object is to get rid of the shacks as fast
as possible and to abolish anything re-
sembling slums on a mill.

Every employee occupying a borne will be
called upon to keep the place clean and in
a sanitary condition, and see that all fix-
tures and other chattels are not in any way
destroyed or removed. We propose to give
the right to the owner or his agent at any
time that is reasonable during the' day to
enter and inspect the buildings to see that
the conditions are carried out. I under-
stand there is a district inspector attached
to these mills. He will bre author-
ised to enter and examine the build-
ings with a view to seeing that the
provisions of the Act 'we carried out
both by the employer and the employee. A
district inspector plays an important part
in the housing scheme under this Bill. He
is a Government employee and to a large
extent we are throwing the onus on him to
carry out certain of the machinery clauses.
We feel it is not much use having an Act
of Parliament if it is not properly adminis-
tered. Thereo is no need to create a number
of new inspectors to see that the condi-
tions of the Act are observed, especially
when there are inspectors already on the
job practically the whole time.

If an employee who is occupying one of
these buildings ceases to be an employee
at the mill he may be called upon to vacate
it. The Bill provides for his being given
seven days' notice or such time as may be
mutually agreed upon, If there is any dis-
pute on the subject that will be settled by
the inspector. When an employee ceases
to be employed he will have no farther
right to occupy the home. This is an im-
portant part of the Bill so far as the Gov-
ernment is concerned. We appreciate that
this is something new in respect to saw-
mills generally, and that it will impose a
good deal of expense upon these mill owners.
We also appreciate that several new mills
have come into existence and that more big
mills are to he erected in the South-West.

Now is the time to put this legislation
into operation, if possible. We are also
conscious of the fact that the session is
Irawing to a close, and we also believe that
bhis House should have the beneft of all
%he information it is possible to get con-

cerning this legislation. The Government
therefore proposes that if the Bill passes
the second reading it shall be referred to
a Select Committee, which between now
and next session can visit the mills, take
all the necessary evidence, and be ready
to report to the House when it re-assembles.
We believe that this will be in the best in-
terests of the employees and the mill,
owners. The Select Committee could be
converted into an honorary Royal Commis-
sion so that it could take evidence during
the recess and then, when Parliament re-
assembled, consideration of the Bill could
be resumed in the Committee stage and
members would have before thenm all the
information that it was possible to gather.
If the Bill passes the second reading this
session, as I hope it will, the honorary Royal
Commission will be in a position to place
before inembers a great deal more informa-
tion than I can possibly do. T move-

That the Dill be now read a second time.
On motion by Mr. Willmott, debate ad-

journed.

BILL-LARD ACT AMRNDIUMNT.
In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the inister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause I-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 121:
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: During

the second reading the member for Nedlands
suggested a limit and the Leader of the Op-
position voiced ideas about facilities for
transportation. The clause reads-

Section one hundred and twenty-one of the
principal Act is amended by deleting there-
from the words, "Provided that any such land
must be situated within twenty miles of a rail-
way, or of the intended route of a proposed
railway the construction of which is authorised
by Parliament" in lines seven to ten, both in-
clusive, of the section.

I move an amendment-
That all the words after the word "amend-

ed" in line 2 be struck out and the follow-
ing words inserted in lieu:-

''as follows-
(a) By deleting the word 'twenty' in

line eight of the section and insert-
ing in lieu thereof the word
'forty' I

(b) fly inserting after the word "Parlia-
ment" in line ten of the section the
words "or of the established ronte
of some other autborised form of
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transportation which provides facili-
ties for transportation comparable
with those of a railwaypt

That should meet the wishes of the Leader
of the Opposition who thought provision
should be made where there was no railway
but where there was a transport system, as
in the Lake King country.

Mr. WATTS: What is wrong with the
amendment is the distance of 40 miles from
some other authorised form of transportI My
point was that it would he quite wrong to
limit the provision to 20 miles from a rail-
way or from an authorised line not built.
A considerable area of land would be in-
eluded within 20 miles of some authorised
form of transport. The transport service
could be 100 miles from a railway and thn
Minister could go 40 miles beyond that. I
was hopeful that the Minister would content
himself with a distance of 20 miles from a
railway o 'r from an authorised form of
transport. I move-

That the amendment be amended by striking
out paragraph (a).

That would leave the Crown in a positioni
to purchase land within 20 miles from any
railway, authorised railway, or recognised
form of transport.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I discus-
sed that phase with officers of the depart-
ment. There is one property situated over 22
miles from a railway and, under the strict
interpretation of the Act, we cannot pur-
chase it. There is no other means of trans-
port in the district. To retain the limit of
20 miles in a district where there is no other
recognised means of transport would leave
us in the same position. I am suggesting 40
miles in order that we might be able to pur-
chase any place offered within that distance,
while other properties up to 50 miles away
would be included so long as there were
transport facilities.

Mr. WATTS: I admit that it would be
largely a matter of discretion. I shall not
press the amendment, but will allow it to
go to the Committee.

The PREMIER: I think the Leader of
the Opposition is raising his point on the
wrong paragraph. The point is valid with
regard to road transport where railways
may not be built for a considerable time, if
at all. The hon, member's desire should be
met by inserting after the word "or" of
paragraph (b) the words "or within 26

miles of the established route of some oth
form of authorised transport."

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This amendment I
the Minister requires very careful folloi
ing in order to tract it to what it is inten'
ed to amend. It does not amend the Bi
that passed the second reading apart fro
taking away every portion of it except t]
first few words, which state that the Bi
is intended to amend Section 121 of tI
principal Act. I have no objection to t
procedure, but I know that the Minist,
on other occasions has delivered homili
to the Chamber on muatters of this kind.

The Minister for Lands: I was in a
other chair then!

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not kno
where the Minister was; but he is tV
Inst man in the Chamber to allow oth'
members such a wide scope of departu
from the Standing Orders. Not that I o
juet to it, because if a Bill is brought dov
to amend a certain section of an existir
Act, I consider it should be open to iner
hers to deal with the whole of that sectio
But that, unfortunately, is not the vie
which prevails. As regards the amendmer
a~s I read it, it simply means that the o
jection I took on the second reading t
the Bill as introduced gave a blank cheqi
to the present and any future Minister f4
Lands to acquire land at any distance fro
a railway is removed and there is a limr
of 40 miles, which I think exceedingly ire
sonable. It then provides that that,
miles is to apply not only to an existii
railway or, in the words of the princip
ActI to a railway the construction of whhi
is authorised by Parliament, but it is forth
to refer to established routes--

The CHAIRMAN: I would point out tb:
we are now discussing the deletion
paragraph (a) only.

hon. N. KEENAN, I regret that I ha,
unwittingly broken the rule. I think tI
amendment is reasonable. I would ha'
been prepared to go to 1.00 miles.

Mr. WATTS: I ask leave to withdrawni
amendment on the amendment with the o
ject of moving another one to the ensuil
paragraph,

Amendment on amendment, by lea%
withdrawn.

[4 DmmnER, 1945.1
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Mr. WATTS: I move-
That the amendment be amended by insert-

ing after the word "or" in paragraph (b) the
.words ''within twenty-five miles.")

That will mean that it will be within a dis-
tance of 25 miles from a recognised trans-
port service which provides facilities, as
the amendnient says, comparable 'with those
of a railway.

Mr. SEWARD: 1 do not know that 1
am very enamoured of the proposal. If
this is passed it means that the Minister
could take up land almost at Porrestania.
which is not within 100 miles of any rail-
way, because there is a transport route
going from. Newdegate to Lake C anin, which
is 60 miles from Newdegatc. If one travels
another 25 miles one is nearly in Forres-
tania. I do not see any reason for such a
wide range over which to select land,
especially when we are looking for land for
soldier settlement. I know that the Trans-
port Board considers this transport service
I have in mind as comparable with if not
better than a railway, but the settlers com-
plain it is not as good as a railway and
they want a railway.

The Minister for Lands: This is only to
purchase land; not to take it up.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so; hut if it is
done, in a year or two there will be a de-
mand for a railway 100 miles. in length.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
we shall be buying land out there!I

Mr. SEWARD: That is the effect of the
amendment. I would like to see deleted all
that part which refers to the established
route of some other form of transport.

The Premier: Suppose it was some
such route as from Boyup Brook to Cran-
brookI

Mr. SEWARD: That is a more closely
settled district. I am thinking of my
district. I have in mind the area from
Rlyden to Carmody.

The Premier: I do not think what you
fear would be done; but in order to pro-
vide for other available land it is necessary
to have the amendment.

Mr. WATTS:- This is a matter where a
degree of discretion must be exercised, and
I assume it will be. I hope my assumption
is not ill-based. If may assumption is cor-
rect, such an area as the member for Pin-
gelly mentions is hardly likely to come into
the dispute. But there will be other areas,
such as the Premier mentioned by inter-

jection, where it is desirable to have land
where road transport is fairly well devel-
oped and can be improved; and unless 'we
have some such amendment as this, we
wvill not he able to accept surrenders of
such land. In a State the size of Western
Australia, it is almost impossible to pro-
vide any amendment that will cope with
every circumstance that might arise,
I have been trying to provide opportunity
for accepting land where conditions are
reasonable, and have expressed the hope
that land will not be accepted-notwithstand-
ing that there may be authority for it-in
areas where there is no anmount of settle-
ment or no close connection with settled
areas. If the Government throws people
into the baekbloeks because it has power
under the Act, it wvill be in trouble.

Amendment on amendment put and
pased; ameno3ment, as amended, agreed to.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 3, Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-C OMMOXWALTH POWERS.

Council's Amtendmients.

Schedule of four amendments made by the'
Coouncil now considered.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

No, 1. Clause 1-Delete all words after
the word "on" in line 25 and substitute the
words "the first day of January, one thous-
and nine hundred and forty-six."

The PREMIER: Two of the Council's
amendments deal with the duration of the
Act. In connection 'with the first, the Bill
as drafted provides that the Act shall come
into operation on a date to be fixed by pro-
clamation, and the Council's amendment is
that the Bill shall come into operation on
the 1st day of January, 1946. It is diffi-
cult for me to explain the position without
mentioning the subsequent amendment
which, if agreed to, would limit the opera-
tion of the Act to two prescribed years com-
mencing on the 1st day of January, 1946.
At the Premiers' Conference, in an en-
deavour to stabilise prices and prevent
chaotic conditions owing to inflationary
tendencies that are obvious at this stage, an
agreement was reached to extend such
powers to the Commonwealth for a period

2386
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of three years, and, in order to be consistent
as to the duration of the powers, that they
come into operation at a time to be
fixed by proclamation. In the initial stages
the Crown Law Department thought it best
to adhere to the date to he fixed by pro-
clamation, but with the attitude I intend to
adopt on a subsequent clause and on the
point raised by the memnber for West Perth
when the Bill was previously before the
Chamber, I do not intend to oppose the first
amendment. The National Security Orders
apply for the duration of the war and six
months thereafter, and that mig-ht mean that
such a provision would apply for more than
one year still to eome, I hare no objection
to the first amendment provided a, pre-
s~cribed period is specified in a later amend-
ment on which I intend to speak. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 3:-Insert the words "and
other thian real property1 ' after the word
"Services" in line 33.

The PREMIER: This amendment alters
the Bill, as it left this Chamber. The effect
would be to give force to the desire for in-
flationiary tendencies in land transactions,
which at this stage many people are anxious
to exploit. The effect would be greater, in
relation to land deal;, being passed on to the
community in costs and charges, than in the
case of any other commodity mentioned in
the Bill. It strikes at the root of control
and would prejudicially affect thousands of
people in this State. The Commonwealth
now has the machinery available but, if such
control lapsed, the State would have to deal
with the matter, which would mean another
administration or section to control it. Theru
is some relationship between land values and
their control throughout the Commonwealth
and I therefore think we should retain the
Bill in its original form. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS: Could the Premier suggest
how the Commonwealth could be induced
to take out that date, the 10th Feb-
ruary, 1942, the date upon which it
based the real estate calculations?7
That dlate in many instances has unduly
depressed land values. That was approxi-
mately the time of the fall of Singapore

and there was nervousness in all sorts o
transactions at that time. Adherence t
values operating about that time and sub
rect to that state of affairs has had a de

pressing effect on values. There was n
great number of actual sales of importaine
about that time on which to base a soun!
judgment of values. Valuations made b,
the Commonwealth Sub-Treasury have un
duly depressed the value of land. It ha
been a deflation of values and has, not be~e:
fair to vendors of property. Many reason
able sales, where people arced they wer
gOetting a reasonable bargain, have falle
through because the Sub-Treasury has dc
dined to assent to them.

I have had instances of where valuatiou,
if they wvere to be accepted by the Rurz
Bank in somne districts, for instance, woul.
result in the bank being justified in writinj
off 25 per cent, or 30 per cent. of the deb
owing on the property, whereas when aske
for a valuation of an adjacent and cord
parable property that institution's valuatio.
has been greater than the amount of debi
and consequently an application for writin
down could not be considered. The But
Treasury has forced sales through or the par
ties have abandoned them because they coul
not agree on figures lower than the yamso
tions of the Rural and Industries Bank o
the Agricultural Hank, and no one will sug
gest that their valuations are imnproper).
high. Broadly speaking, their valuation
Are madeC by sound men with a wide knoiv
ledge. Unless we are to have a ddflationar
period of land values for a farther perio
of three years I think the Commonwealt
should adopt some more reasonable date a-.
for instance, the 31st December, 1939.

The Premier: I will tell you something o
what we have done in the matter.

Mr. WATTS: I will be more content
action has been taken. I realise why th
Legislative Council sought the exclusion o
real estate, because members there have pos
sibly come more into contact with real estat
matters than I have, and with extraordinar,
cases that have given them great concern.

The PREMIER: A Royal Comm issior
inquiring into the effect of land values oi
costs of production, which operated in th
Commonwealth during 1942 and 1943, mad
an exhaustive inquiry into the effect oi
farmers' disabilities of high land value,.
The outcome was a recommendation to tb
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Commonwealth that the date line for the
adjustment of land values was inappropriate
when fixed at February 1942. The Commis-
sion recommended that such valuations
should be based on the 10th September,
1939. 1 do not think the Commonwealth
showed any disposition to act on that recoin-
menidation. The Government has been In
communication with the Commonwealth sug-
gesting that that variation he made to the
rule. So far we have had no replies to the
communications and cannot conjecture what
the replies wilt be, but the Government
thinks that it would be more just in all
land transactions if the date were fixed at
10th September, 1939. With the strong sup-
port of the other States I hope that date
wvill be agreed to.

Mr. McDONALD: This matter is more
important than would appear from cursory
consideration of the provision in the Act an'l
the amendment. I have not read the debate
that took place in the Legislative Council,
but the Council's intention may have been
that land price should he regulated b *y
State legislation, I would support such a
proposal. I was approached recently by a
man who gave me an alarming account of
the blackinarketing in real estate in this
State. I was informed that hlackmarketing
in land sales is on a larger scale than we
who have not made specific inquiries would
imagine. These regulations restricting the
sale of land are irksome, and are regarded
as unjust by many people who feel no moral
,compunction in evading them -when possible.
The vendor and buyer each have their own
ideas of the value of the land, and when :t
lower value is determined by the Common-
-wealth Sub-Treasury the pUirties consider
themselves eatitled to do what they consider
just to both.

Mr. Watts: They give £100 for some-
thing- of little value.

Mr. McDONALD: There are many well-
known techniques under which blackmarket-
ing is carried on in relation to land. Thut
is a disturbing factor from an ethical point
of view in any community, and I understand
the State is losing revenue in sta 'mp duty be-
cause it is not collecting the ad valorem
duty on the transaction. I believe this
practice is prevalent in the Eastern States,
and it exists to some extent here. It was
pointed out to me that it is now a penalty
on the honest landowner-seller or buyer, aild
people who are not prepared to stoop to

blaekmarket tactics feel they are penaliselI
by those who have no hesitation in resorting
to such means to get round the regulatious.

Following that statement, which I re-
garded as sufficiently serious to merit fur-
ther inquiry, I got in touch with some
reputable estate agents who confirmed the
tendency to a. certain amount of black mar-
keting in land. They pointed out from
their point of view that one result was that
reputable agents were avoided because
they would not be parties to transac-
tions of that description. I inquired
as to their views and they told ine
they were completely in accord with the
principle that the price of land should be
subject to price-fixing legislation. They
thought that if there were no legislation to
ensure stopping the inflationary tendency,
it would he serious for the community. They
were content with what apparently the Leg-
islative Council considered-and it is in
accordance with my views, too-t bat the
fixation of such prices should be in the
hands of the State. It would mean an
amendment to our Profiteering Prevention
Act to bring this matter within the purview
of the State legislation. That should pre-
sent no great difficulty, and no danger
would be incurred in the meantime because
the Commonwealth regulations will continue
for some months.

There is a good deal to be said in favour
of the view of the Legislative Council-it
is certainly my view-that this is a local
matter that could well be controlled by the
State authority under the State Profiteering
Prevention Act. It is unlike matters that
are subject to interstate trade, and in respect
of which as the Premier pointed out Com-
monwealth control is desirable. The control
of the price of land by the State within the
State is desirable, particularly as the Com-
monwealth regulations give no guide as to
the principle to govern the valuation of land.
Certain rules have beeni prescribed &y the
Commonwealth Treasury, but they are merely
office rules and can he observed or not ob-
served or amended by the Commonwealth
Treasurer as he may think fit. There is no
appeal from the Treasury officer except to the
Commonwealth Treasurer, who naturally
will rely upon the advice of his local repre-
sentative in such matters. Attempts have
been made to secure a tribunal to which
appeals could be made in cases where large
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amounts were involved and respecting which
a sense of injustice has existed with regard
to some decisions, but the Commonwealth
has refused to grant any such independent
tribunal.

I listened to Ux. Fraser, M.H.R., a mem-
ber of the Commonwealth committee to re-
vise Federal regulations, who, in a public
address in Perth, said he regretted that
many recommnendations by the committee
had not been translated into action, includ-
ing one for the setting up of an independ-
ent tribunal in cases where it was advis9able
that outside judgment should be resorted to.
He did not mention land, hut essentially
land is a matter that should he referred to
an outside tribunal. I have been told that
the administration of the regulations has
varied in different States. In Western Aus-
tralia we have had a most zealous officer, to
whom every credit is due for his attempt
to carry out -his duties in a proper and
efficient manner. It is understood that that
officer has claimed that prices have been
kept lower in Western Australia than in
any other State. That may be very credi-
table but, on the other hand, it may have
wrought an injustice in many cases and may
have been a limitation respecting transac-
tions here. I have been informed of one
ease where a city property was to change
hands at a figure which would have involved
£30,000 of Eastern State.s' capital. The
property was to be sold for that figure and
there was on it a mortgage for L25,000. The
Treasury price for the property was
£24,000, or £1,000 less than the mortgage.
Naturally, the -whole transaction fell
through, with the result thant £30,000 of East-
ern States' capital did not come to this
State.

Hon. N. Keenan: And the transfer fees
were lost as well.

Mr. McDONALD: Yes, on £,30,000. The
responsible officer of the Commonwealth
Sub-Treasury in Perth exercised his dis-
cretion, but, in the absence of any appeal
tribunal, his decision was virtually final. I
suggest that a very simple amendment in-
volving the addition of a few words to the
Profiteering Prevention Act would place in
the hands of a local price-fixing authority
power to control prices, and in that ease
the control of the price of land would be
in the hands of men with local knowledge
and atmosphere, which would ensure that

there would be no runaway inflationary
prices, and they would he able to assess fair
prices more satisfactorily than has been our
experience under the Commonwealth au-
thority. Wihere the fixation of prices is
undertaken by a local authority more in
accordance with the consensus of local opin-
ion as to values, we would save a good deal
of black marketing which, I amr informed,
goes on today and may grow to greater
dimensions.

Mr. Mann: It certainly will.
Mr. McDONALD: That is a highly dis-

turbing feature in our present life.
The Premier: Neither State nor Common-

wealth legislation could overcome that.
Mr. McDONALD: I admit that is cor-

rect but, in my opinion, there has been far
too little vigilance in many ways with regard
to dealings of this description.

The Premier: How do you suggest they
could be combated?

Mr. McDONALD: I admit that it would
he difficult, but I think there are ways.

Mr. Mann: A more reasonable value
could be placed on land.

Mr. McDONALD: One miethod that could
be emuployed would be by having men
specially qualified who wvould go round with
their ears open to hear the things that
are heard by so many, not only with re-
gard to black marketing in cot neetion with
land but in connection with questionable
transactions in other directions. If that
course were adopted, something might be
done to bring this matter borne to offenders.
My point is that there would be more con-
fidence in local administration, which would
fix prices more in accordance with fair local
opinion. If prices are in accordance with
reasonable local opinion, they will he ac-
cepted.

The Premier: The seller's price is al-
ways likely to be high.

Mr. McDONALD: That may or may not
be so. One reason for black marketing is
the feeling that prices have been fixed un-
reasonably low, and people therefore feet
no compunction in getting round the law.

Mr. Mann: Farming land values are 5
per cent. below those operating in the East-
ern States.

The Premier: That may not he a serious
disadvantage.

Mr. Mann: Not in some ways, but the con-
trolled price is far too low.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for West Perth has the floor.

Mr. McDONALD: If prices are fixed by
men who know local conditions, those prices
will be more in conformity with local
opinion as to fair values, and in that ease
the sense of injustice would not be present
to the same degree. This matter deserves
consideration and, on the distinct under-
standing that the control of the price oF
land is to continue but in the hands of a
local authority, I think the amendment of
the Legislative Council coud be accepted.

The Premier: Will you comment. on the
two dates that have been mentioned?

Mr. McDONALD: In that respect I agree
with the Premier completely. The informa-
tion given to rue is that the date fixed1
namely, the 10th F ebruary, 1942, was the
most unfortunate that could have been
chosen for Western Australia because, first
of all, our State was always regarded as
fairly vulnerable and, from the commence-
went of the war against Japan, there was a
tendency for prices to be deflated in this
State. The same position did not arise in
other parts of Australia. They did not
operate in New South Wales, Victoria or~
South Australia, and therefore the price,
which is the dat *um price for this State,
was about the worst and lowest that could
have been selected for many years. I think
the action of the Premier in seeking to find
a new datum point would be helpful, but
I do not think it will remove part of the
present difficulty. I would like the possibi-
lity of amending the State Profiteering
Prevention Act by the the inclusion of real
estate considered by the Premier.

Progress reported.

AMWUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 28th November; Mr.

Hodoreda, in the Chair.

Vote-Mines, £124,483:-

THE IWNISTER FOR. MDES (Hon.
W. M. Marshall-Murchison) (8.141 : May
I be permitted to preface my remarks by
some observations which may be placed in
the category of policy and problems,
although particularly appertaining to the
Estimates which are now about to be dis-
cussed? I put it to the Committee that the
Government does not share the view that
the rehabilitation of the mining industry

means the placing of a few men first on
this goidmine and then on some other gold-
mine, providing meagre financial assistance
to various propositions and adopting what
might be termed the policy of pre-war days.
I think it can be said that Western Aus-
tralia contains auriferous belts of country
of great wealth, discovered and undis-
covered. Therefore it is obligatory upon
the Government to give consideration to the
possibilities and the prospects of ascertain-
ing in some degree at least how much of
this latent wealth the State really possesses.
First, we have to appreciate the fact that
every ounce of gold taken from the indus-
try and every pound of metal or mineral
mined reduces, to that extent at least, the
value of our asset. This clearly indicates
that unless we pursue some vigorous policy
of encouragement to prospectors to find new
propositions the mining industry must die.

We can say that the most important thing
in mining is prospecting; because, unless
the industry is developed,' it must decline.
Bearing those facts in mind, the Government
realises there are problems ahead which will
be difficult to solve. Their solution will be
far from easy. Firstly, the type of indivi-
dual whom we knew many years ago on the
goldfields and who now is commonly re-
ferred to as the pioneer of the industry is
no longer present mn our midst. He was
courageous, self-reliant and self-sacrificing,
and seemingly loved the freedom of the hush
and the isolation. That type is not prevalent
today. In consequence, some altered policy
will be essential in order, if possible, to
instil into a large percentage of our young
folk the inclination to take up thie vocation
of prospecting. We can ill-afford to let up
on such a policy, because of the great asset
that goldmining has been to the State and
probably will be in the future, along with
mining generally.

For decentralisation purposes, I do not
know of anything that offers greater pros-
pects of encouraging people away from the
seaboard and to venture into the more iso-
lated portions of the State than does min-
ing. All members who have an appreciation
of the goldmining industry will fully realise
that when a gold deposit is found to be
valuable and a mine is established, a com-
munity immediately grows up about it. The
auriferous belts of our State offer us many
opportunities in that respect. It will take
away from the seaport towns those men of
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-an adventurous spirit, who love the free-
dom of the more remote parts of the State.
Now the Government must face up to
the realities of the situation. I do not
suggest to the Committee that the Govern-
ment possesses all the knowledge which may
be essential and necessary for the purpose
of encouraging prospecting; and therefore
1 invite criticism from those who do under-
stand the industry ana what constitutes the
factors of a vigorous policy to encourage
development of mining generally. I put
it to the Committee that there are hundreds
-of square Tmiles of auriferous country in
this State that have received little, if any,
systematic and searching examination.
True, most of it has been walked over and
prospected a little; hut, for reasons which
I will explain, I feel that much of our nuri-
ferous areas has not heen properly or sys-
tematically investigated. In view of that
fact, it would appear that much latent
wealth awaits discovery and this -wealth
will ultimately prove of great economic
benefit to Western Australia.

In my opin ion, one of our finest belts
of auriferous country is that represented
by the member for Pilbara. I respectfully
suggest that that area has not been by
any means. thoroughly prospected. There
are hundreds of square miles of other coun-
try within the auriferous belts which also
have not been geologically survcepd or
properly prospected. In the search for
gold, many prospectors have discovered
other valuable minerals and metals. These
are recorded and tabulated in the Mines
Department, but beyond that nothing more
has been done. It is therefore quite safe
to assume that had a more vigorous policy
of encouragement to prospectors been fol-
lowed at that time, further work and further
prospecting might have revealed that West
ern Australia possesses unlimited quanti-
ties of most valuable minerals and metals.
I propose to inform the Committee that, in
order to entourage men to venture out pros-
pecting in these days-mon who have not
had the experience of our old pioneers and
who will be badly handicapped-they will
be aided with scientific advice and informa-
Ition and given every assistance and the
education to fit them for a prospector's
career.

Up till now we have permitted prospect-
ors to waste much of their time because of
their lack of information about the dis-

coveries they make. For instance, I have
known of prospectors who have discovered
what appeared to them to be something of
value. They have had no bulletin of in-
formation given to them; they do not know,
what it is; they feel that it might have
sonmc value. Their only course then was
to send it down for analysis by the Gov-
emninent Geologist or the Government
Laboratory, In the meantime, the prospector
had to idle away his time waiting for the
information as to whether the particular
discovery had any value or riot. What is
now being done by the department is this:.
All known minerals and metals catalogued
will be published in a bulletin which wilt
give full information of their commercial
value, where sales can be madie and through
what mnedium, and, where practicable, a
full description of such metals or inineral.1
and also, if possible, the colours of such
minerals. The bulletin will be cireulatcd
throughiout the mining districts. It will be
sent to the various mining registrars for
distribution, and any man who takes up
prospecting will be supplied with a copy.
If he makes a discovery of something un-
known to hint lie can refer to the bulletin
for information. I feel it will only be on
very rare occasions that a disceovery will be
made of some mineral or metal which is
not described fully in the bulletin.

I do not think there is any possibility of
entirely eliminating the cumbersome method
of prospecting known as loaming, either
by means of the pan or the blower-shaker.
Loaming is the first move in order to locate
the point from which gold has been shed,
and probably other metals or minerals. I
know of no process that can take its
place. But here again, having decided
upon a spot which might in all prob-
ability be the point from which the
valuable metal is shed, prospectors to-
day are under an obligation either to
do a great deal of costeening or sink a
shaft. This is rather laborious work, and
he has no certainty of the reward he will
get for all his labour. Very much time
is involved in doing that hard work and
therefore I feel some more expeditions,
lighter, and easier way should hre found an
order to give the prospector the opportu-
nity to discover whether or not he has, be-
low the surface anyhow, seine deposit of
value.
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In that regard, the department is doing
all it possibly can to got a supply of very
light drilling machines. We are hopeful
that we can get a number from the Allied
Works Council and from other Common-
wealth departments, which made great use
of these types of machines during the war
period. Such a machine would give the
prospector the opportunity to make a more
expeditious examination in a much easier
and less laborious way than has been the
custom up to dlate. We have also bad a
small machine handed over -to the depart-
rnent for examination, oliervattion and prob-
ably utilisation. It is the result of the in-
genuity' of some gentleman who I believe of
recent time has been most successful in his
discoveries. I hope that is so. He will
be well rewarded. This gentleman manu-
factured a vecry light type of mnachine which
will bore down to about 80 or 90 feet. Such
a machine -would be of great value to a pros-
pector beceausc he could put A bore hole down
in a fraction of the time that he could sink
q shaft of the same depth, the dimensions
being about 5 ft. by 2 ft. 6 in.

The Government proposes to do whatever
it is advised by its departmental experts and
supply, if necessary, these machines or hire
them or make them available in whatever
way is suitable both to the department and
the party concerned. We propose to make
them available and wve think that we shall
he rewarded in that regard because of the
labour that the prospector will be saved.
He will be able to get over the country much
quicker and make a more thorough examina-
tion of it than by any other means. The
Government is faced with another problem
in regard to the assistance to mining gener-
ally. Prospectors have been seriously in-
convenienced in realising upon their dis-
-!veraes. Cold presents no such problem but
copper, tin, tantalite and like metals or
minerals give prospectors a considerable
amount of inconvenience because, after they
have won the product, they experience delay
in marketing it and realising upon it. The
system of disposal of these products is cum-
bersome, inconvenient and protracted.

The Government, therefore, considers it
advisable to adopt some other means to give
quick payments to the prospector. That
can be done in two ways. Either his pro-
duct can be bought at the assay value, or

an advance can be made upon it and the
balance paid when the Government realises
urpoa. the product in the open market. Some-
thing like that must be done tp induce men
to prospect for metals and minerals other
than gold. Sooner or later these base metals
will be almost as important to the nation,
if not more so, as gold. That position is
likely to arise as the country develops.
Though one cannot speak derogatively of the
great value that goidmining has been to
Western Australia, and may continue to be,
we must make every possible effort to have
our auriferous belts thoroughly examined
so that we can obtain a correct alignment
of the true position by getting an assess-
ment of the latent wealth that lies there.

There are many discoveries of minerals
reported in the Mines Department, and if
vn investor or some country looking for
such minerals approached me and asked if
we had a certain mineral in Western Aus-
tralia, I could answer 'promptly in the
affirmative, but if I were asked in what pro-
portions such minerals were present, I could
not say. That is a bad business deal, The
Government contends that, where it is not
profitable for the prospector to continue3
longer, he having revealed to some degree
the actual value of a deposit of some metal
or mineral, the Government should carry on
deep, free boring to find out what quantity
of the mineral is in that deposit, and itsL
value. If that were done, I could reply to
such inquirers, "I can assure you there are
deposits of this or that mineral, here or
there, proved, by virtue of boring, to posse-s
so much in quality and so much in actual
metal value." We would then have a sort
of stock-taking of our basic metals. Any
such free boring could be recouped from
those who might ultimately develop the de-
posit. That would be an easy and exp edi-
tions way to get at correct valuation of our
mineral wealth, and it would be by no meants
expensive.

Another factor that retards a prospector,
and gives him no encouragement, is the diffi-
culty he finds in getting treatment of ore
containing metals other than gold. Also
there are certain gold-bearing ores which
are refractory in their characteristics and
arc not easily treated. rp to date we have
not been too encouraging in this matter.
We have done nothing to devise a treatment
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plant to be added to what is already estab-
lished at the State batteries. With a sort
of combination of plants the base metals
could be separated while the battery was not
being used to treat gold-bearing ore. We
could use some of the processes that are
employed for the purpose of treating tin
ore and tantalite ore such as the vanners
-or Wilficy table and others which separate.
in the final analysis, the mineral from the
truck. We could, after an examination by
our Geological De 'partment, put up several
plants for this purpose, so that a prospector
would know that no matter what mineral
lie found, there would be some hope of get-
ting it treated, and every hope of realising
eon the product when it was treated. That
would be encouragement for him to continue
opening up our mineral and base metals in-
dustries. These are problems which must be
solved before we can look forward to men
rushing enthusiastically into the prospect-
ing vocation

This work calls for much self-sacrifice.
There are no aimenities; it is a hard, rough
and dusty life. Some men like it, but most
flo not. If we offer every possible eneour-
ogement to these men their ultimate reward
will be an inducement for others to carry on
the work of prospecting. I repeat that the
basis of the success and the continuity of
goldmining, or mining in any form, depend
unpon a vigorous policy of prospecting. But
that does not ay that that is all the Govern-
ment is going to do. It will carry on with
the policy that it has had right through the
history of goldmining in Western Australia.
It will do everything that is physically and
financially possible to encourage the mines
that are in operation. Again, in order to
give encouragement to a small syndicate or
even a prospector, to use their labour to
the best advantage, portable air compressors
and small drills may be supplied with a view
to prov'ing the worth of the discoveries. The
Mines Department is making a search, It
is investigating the inventories of the Corn.
monwealth in an endeavour to get a supply
of these important mechanical contrivances
with a view to giving every encouragement
first to the prospector, then to the syndi-
cates and finally to the companies operating.

What I have to say now will not make
the Treasurer smile. These Estimates were
based on the war period, and I want a lot
more money. I am pleased to say, however,
that immediately prior to the Japanese

Army collapsing it seemed so evident, ti
those who were interested in goldmining
that the collapse was imminent we hai
many inquiries at the Mines Department a
to what was and what wvas not going to hap
pen in regard to rehabilitation of tb
goldmining- industry, having regard to th
sacrifice that it wvag called upon to make fo;
the war effort. Many goidmining comparie
had a bitter experience. Seine were strugg
ling- in the first place and were then ohlig4
to close down, altogethet. They now Amn
themselves in the invidious position of hay
ing no capital, and their mines have beci
under water for some considerable time s,
that much damage and inconvenience hay
resulted. It will now be most costly to di
what is commonly termed in the mininm
world as, "Pick her tip again and put her ii
a state of productivity."

I am pleased to say that already there zi
a sign of inecased activity in the gold
mining industry. The gold production fa
the nine months enided the 30th September
1945, was 366,192 fine ozs. ofa value o~
£3,789,171, as compared with 35U,670 fln,
ots. for the same period in 1944, valued a
£E3,614,604, or an increase of appmximatei,
4,500 ozs. That is not much, but still it
an increase and it shows that there is a mov,
towards bringing the goldmining industr,
back to a state of prosperity. On thi
mineral side we have activities in severa
places. These were brought into existenci
mainly by Commonwealth requirements foi
war purposes, but out of that process I thin!
we have established some industries tha
should remain with us for a long time.

The blue asbestos at Hamersley Range i
one we hope will last for a long time. Thi
companies operating had a particularly har(
experience and still are not enjoying ax
atmosphere of prosperity Owing to thi
war they had very heavy overhead costs
while irregular shipping, floods, etc., addei
to their burden of trouble, but the greates
trouble of all was the shortage of marceti
for the commodity. However, I am please(
to say that orders are coming in fron
abroad and I feel confident that, once useri
realise the value of the blue asbestos, w4
can hope for a gradual increase in the de
mand, I believe it is the highest class asbes
tos in the world, but unfortunately it ham
a strong competitor in the asbestos pro
duced in Canada and South Africa. How
ever, I feel confident that the great valin
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of our article will be realised and that it will
he used in greater quantities, and that ulti-
mately the companiesi operating the deposits
will be rewarded for their enterprise

I need not say anything about the iron-
ore deposits at Cockatoo Island. This matter
has already been discussed at length.
Activity is taking place there under the con-
trol of the B.H.P. Tin at Greenbushes is
being produced in small quantities. I had
hoped that with further prospecting and de-
velopment work some increase in the value
of the production would have been recorded,
hut the industry is just carrying on in a
normal 'way without any great discoveries
being made The pyrites industry at Norse-
man seems to be established and apparently
wvill become a permanent industry. At any
rate, we hope that it will; there are pros-
pects at the moment of its doing so. The
alunite at Lake Campion, the felspar at
Coolgardie and the phosphatic guano at
Pelsart Island near Geraldton are being
actively exploited and it appears that there
is some permanency attached to those in-
dustries.

The plans for the future are, firstly, to
make a thorough geological survey of those
regions which so far have not received such
attention. When one looks at the aun'-
ferous belt of the State and realises that
such places as Yalgoo, Nullagine and other
well-known parts, have not been reported
on geologically, some surprise is justified.* I
think this should he the first thing to be done,
and so we have added materially to the staff
with a view to having the field surveys made
as quickly as possible in order that they will
be available to the prospectors who follow
in the wake of the scientific men. We must
have a statf of geologists for many purpdses,
apart from the making of geological surveys.
One thing that makes these scientists a great
asset is their ability to advise mining com-
panies that have been operating for many
years on the question of where they might
go to follow up lines of gold-bearing ore.

I well remember somne years ago when a
mine manager of Kalgoorlie told me he
had experienced some difficulty in the mine.
Evidently the lode was chopped off by a bar
of some composition, and the company went
through it and found nothing on the other
side. The company was about to give the
mine uip when a geologist was called in to ad-
vise. He told the manager to go a few feet
further east, which was done, and there a
lode was, cut which is still being worked. Thus

these scientific men are of great value to the
industry. In consequence, we have done our
best to bring the staff up to full strength,
having regard to the number who will have
to take the field to make the geological sur-
veys in those parts of the State that have
not yet been so blessed.

Then we have the Government Laboratory
which cmes under the Mines Department.
To meet the ever increasing demands, we
have added to the staff. Thirty-one chem-
ists are now employed, nine of whom have
been added in the last 12 months. This in-
dicates the great activity in this institution.
Apart from making analyses for the gold-
mining industry and other metalliferous see,-
tions, they do all the research work involved
for all departments of the State. They make
analyses with regard to soil, plants, and
diseases affecting animals. They arc con-
stantly following up problems of all depart-
ments. Their 'work is of great value to the
goidmining industry. These men are able to
give the prospectors a good indication as to
whether their propositions are worth con-
tinuing with or whether they had better
be abandoned.

We have another branch of the institution
where we are employing a coal research
officer. I think all members appreciate the
value of having a thorough scientific inves-
tigation made into Collie coal or any other
of our native coals. For years we were
informed that it was 'not possible to gasify
Collie coal; now we find that such a thing
is not impossible. There are, many other
purposes to which Collie coal may ulti-
mately be put, and only by employing men
of scientific knowledge to make the requisite
investigations shall we be able to ascertain
for what purposesj the coal may be used.
So we are adding a branch to the labora-
tory to prosecute these particular inquiries.

Our State Batteries, although they have
had a very lean period, have operatedl
throughout the war period. Having regard
to the fact that the rank and file of our pros-
pecors were depleted to join the Fighting
Service;, a lean time was only to be ex-
pected. We are hopeful that with a con-
stant trickle of men being discharged
from the Services, quite a number will re-
turn to the old avocation and that the State
Batteries in the near future will experience
lively activity once more.

An important discovery to the goidmining
industry has been made by a couple of men
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possessed of some ingenuity at Ravens-
-thorpe. Those members who know the gold-
fields are aware of the problem of extract-
ing gold from copper-laden ore. We have
some wonderful deposits throughout the
State--at Qabbinintha, Bellevuc, Mt. Fraser,
Laverton and other places--of gold-hearing
ore laden with copper that does not lend
itself to efficient extraction. Gold is very
adulterous in character; it can be found
side by side with any other metal, and from
some of its colleagues it refuses to part.
This has caused our metallurgists many
headaches. The presence of copper in gold
ore is one of the problems. At Raven3-
thorpe these men made a small plant in a
piecemeal way, gathering hits here and
there. The plant treats about 50 tons of
copper-laden ore per day.

The first process is through an oil flota-
tion cell. From this they get the concen-
trates, which are dried and roasted in a
sintering plant. This drives off the sulphur
and yields a product ready for smelting.
In the *inter it is fluxed with siliceous gold-
bearing ore, and smelting in a water-
jacketed furnace gives copper bullion
whiercin reposes the gold which was in the
ore. A trial run recently showed 90 to 95
per cent. of pure copper in the bullion.
The copper bullion is forwarded to Port
Kembla for refining. There the two metals
are separated and the prospector gets his
reward,

The trial run of the plant, according to
the experts of the Mi Department, was
very successful, and they believe that with
a few variations it will I bring a revolution
in the treatment of copper-bearing ore.
Should this be so, members from the gold-
fields will realise how valuable the dis-
covery will be in treating other well-known
deposits. These deposits are at present
lying idle and would prove a great asset
to the State if only the copper could be
separated from the gold. Unfortunately, up
to date, our scientists and metallurgists
have not been able to solve the problem.

Investigations are being continued at the
School of Mines, Kalgoorlie, with a view to
solving the problem of treating some of
our more difficult forms of sulphide ore.
We are carrying on experiments there
which I hope will prove successful. I do
not wish to encourage goldfields members
too much, but we are very hopeful of being

able to force the most difficult of our sul
phide ores to respond to treatment.

The results of the last examinations mad
by the Kalgoorlie Laboratory were sent ti
me together with a comparison for the yea
1940. 1 do not want goldfields members b
feel fearful when they hear the figures
There is nothing to be startled about, a]
though they are not as favoarable as
should like then, to be. Whben we get th
facts, however, we must realIse that ther
is no need for concern, although we woul,
all like to know that the very dangerou
maladv-silicosis-was entirely absen
from the industry. When the results o
the examination in 1944 are comipared witi
those of 1940 a general increase is showr
But when we'realise that about 8,000 of ou
picked men went out of the industry into th
Army, we understand why the figures ap
pear in that light. Even so, the increase
not so material as to cause any alarm,

There is one strange fact revealed as,
result of the comparison, and I think otbe
members from the goldields will be as sur
prised as I was. The figures appear nde
the heading of silicosis early, silicosis ad
vanced, silicosis plus tuberculosis, ani
tuberculosis only. The mnost rcmarkahl
thing is that, when one looks at the figurez
everything appears to be normal until on
reaches those relating to silicosis plu
tuberculosis. These are the figures for 1940
previously reported as normal etc., nil; pre
viously reported as silicosis early 4; pre
viously reported as silicosis advanced, nil
Coming to tuberculosis only we find this
previously reported as normal etc., 4. Th
remarkable thing is that a victim of sili
cosis in a-n advanced stage has not con
tracted tuberculosis at all under eithe
--xamznation but they all come from the nor
mals and the silicosis early group. Ther
is a slight increase over the 1940 figure
but, when it is realised that 3,000 of ow-
picked men wqrc taken out of the industry
the rise can be understood. I am confiden
that when our men return the percentag,
will drop to the 1940 figure. and, I hope
below.

With regard to silicosis plus tuberculosi:
the 1044 examination shows the following:-
Previously reported as normal etc,, 1; pre
viously reported as silicosis early '7; pre
viou sly reported as silicosis advanced, nil
At this juncture I Wo~ild mention that th,
Kalgoorlie Laboratory visited Collie an,
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made a thorough examination of the Collie
miners. We bad some fear of the effect
of coal on coalminers' lung-s. However, Dr.
Donovan on his return to Perth interviewved
me and I have since seen his report, and
be stated to me and it appears in the re-
port that coal has no effect on the miners.
Dr. Donovan said that teeth were more
trouble to them than silicosis. We are de-
lighted to know that coalniiners are free
from any possibility of contracting silicosis.
The Schools of Mines at Kalgoorli, Wln

and Norseman have been kept busy, even
during the war period. They provided
valuable education for young men who
proposed to remain in the, industry and
are doing much in the way of assisting in
other directions than mining. At these'
schools many other trades and professions
are taught. Some people think that a school
of mines teaches only those trades and cal-
hungs connected with mining itself, but they
also give instruction in branches that arc
contributory to mining practice but are far
removed from actual minin. Students taught
there canl qualify to take jobs miles away
from mining areas, such as engineeri .ng,
electrical engineering, turning, fitting, etc.
While members of the R.A.A.F. were sta-
tioned at Kalgoorlie, many of them took
the opportunity to attend the School of
Mines and, I hope, profited from the time
spent at that institution. We have at the
Kalgoorlie School of 'Mines an experimental
plant doing a good deal of research work
into the treatment of refractory ores, par-
ticularly those of sulphide characteristics,
and we hope for some degree of success.

That brings me to the subject of coal. The
Government hats dlone all that it is possible
for a Government to do to step up produc-
tion of coal. There is nothing we could do
that wve have left undone.

,%r. Thorn: It is a pity other Governments
did not follow suit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But there
does not seemn to be any great result.

The Minister for Lands: They have not
the machinery.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not
altogether a matter of machinery.

The Minister for Lands: I was speaking
to the member fosr Toodyay.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I sup-
pose the drawback is manpower, just as it
is in other industries. We are severely han-

dlicapped. Since the revival in goldminiug,
I understand quite a number of miners have
left Collie and gone hack to goldmining,
where they enjoy a better climate and higher
wages. They did not like Collie. Without
being over-critical with regard to the man-
agement of the mines, I would say that they
tire experienced enough and they know their
work, but the great trouble is that they have
not had a variety of experience. They have
grown uip in those particular mines and
they' know no others. Unfortunately, I do
not think they have had any education in
modern ideas of mining and the more np-to-
dlate methods used today. The men who
work dowvn in those pits---omc of them 11/
miles from the pit's mouth-have to walk to*
the surfae uip a grade averaging I in 8,
after having done a day's work. That does
not encourage men to give of their best
underground. That anomaly should have
been adjusted a long time ago.

Companies should do all those things that
are necessary to keep men contented. The
coalminers in this State have been wonder-
fill throughout, notwithstanding what has
been 'happening in the other States. Our
men have stuck loyally to the job. There
are certain industries which have patronised
Collie coal; and because they have been un-
able to get the supply they wanted, the men
in the open cut decided they would work two
hours' overtime each day for three months,
provided that the coal committee distribut-
ing the product gave a guarantee that those
people who had always been customers'
would get the increased production. They
are doing that today. The men went out
on strike on one occasion hut I cannot blame
them for that. When people make every
possible effort and explore every avenue in
order to get their grievances adjusted and
are rebuffed At every move, the time comes
when they resent it.

Mr. Abbott: Even wvhin they are rebuffed
by a judicial authority.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
hear the hon. member. The Government has
done all it can to step up production. It
has financially assisted some companies and
has always given the assistance of its ex-
perts to advise in every way. I am pleased
to say that one company-the Wyvern-
has equipped its mine with a very up-to-
date plant. It has gone right to the top in



[4 DECEMBER, 1945.] 239

modern ideas. It has elevators and scraper-
shovels and everything of the latest. It is
only a shallow mine but we are hoping that
the daily output will be increased; and when
the Proprietary Mine gets its stone drive
through and a road laid, it may be able to
step up production to the exteat of 450
tons per day. We expect to see that hap-
pen in a few weeks' time.

Mr. floaey: Which mine receives financial
help from the Government?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Wy-
vrm. The Government has assisted it to
the extent of £39,000. Our exploits at
Eradu and Irwin have not been altogether
successful. Although I do not want it to
be understood that the deposits in the Irwin
district have been completely abandoned,
the experimental work and reports from the
expert advisers show that the seams are very
small and are of very low quality. But when
labour and material are in abundance, I
think that probably a further effort will be
Made to explore the area with a view to
seeing whether there is not something of
more value than we have discovered up to
date,

With regard to Erilu, unfortunately
when approaching the coal seam, the
experimenters met with an inflow of
water which made it utterly impos-
sible to carry on for the time being. They
had to alter their methods. The idea was to
cement the water off. All preparations
were made and everything was ready. But
then we were told that we could not get
cement. We wanted coal to get cement and
now we want cement to get coal, and we have
got neither!I Men were wanted at Collie so I
did my best to induce the Manpower authori-
ties to direct men to work at Collie. Some
were willing to go; and then we had no
homes for them. So we bad men and no
homes and could not utilise the services of
the men. Those are the problems we are
confronted with, but we are doing all we
can to overcome the difficulties and step up
the production of coal.

The Government is exploring the Ewing-
ton deposits to see if we can exploit them.
I understand there is a valuable seam of
high quality coal there at a shallow
depth and the Government is taking pre-
liminary steps to explore that particular
company's lease. The Woodmian's Point
Reserve has been handed back by the

Commonwealth. I bad the pleasure and o;
portunity of looking over that reserve. Thei
has been trouble in that regard, as wit
every other department, concerning handi
over. We find the Navy more difficult tha
the Army, but we hope to make some w.
rangement with the authorities.

Because goidmining has had a lean tin
during the war, owing to its great contribi
tion to the war effort, the Commonwealt
Government brought into existence a mix
ing panel, on which Western Australia an
other States have expert representatioi
That panel recently made recommendatior
to the Commonwealth Government advoca
ing heavy financial assistance. If that
pranted, it will enable us to lend assistanu
to mines that are going to find difficulty
re-opening. Many mines are in a bad wa
and wilE require a good deal of money to r,
condition them for further operations. I
financial assistance is ranted by the Con
monwealth, we shall be able to assist thei
companies in re-opening their mines. Man
companies are now making a move and ai
cndeavouring to get labour to commenc
their activities. The Big Bell is one mix
that is experiencing more difficulty tha
most, because much of its valuable macliner
was impressed and taken to other parts
the Commonwealth. However, that compan
is making preliminary arrangements and
understand is to get some machines, po:
sibly from Wiluna, to assist it to carry o
for the time being.

-The Government has been active in i
assistance to the Freney Oil Co., which ha
to cease operations when the Japanese ei
tered the war. In fact, the Commonwealt
Government, for strategic purposes, calkE
on that company to cease operations pric
to that. It is about to commence again wit
the aid of the State and Commonwealth. fl
Caltex Co. was unfortunate in losing ii
head geologist in an air accident, and it wi
be difficult to replace him. When he is ra
placed, that company will continue its geo
logical survey in the hope of finding a ant
able site on which to start boring. I wiE
the company every success. Arrangemen
are being made by the Commonwealth Go5
erment for a geological examination of tt
oil prospects of the rest of the North b
a composite party of Commonwealth an
State officers. The State and Commoi
wealth are to act jointly in a geological sn:
vey of the whole northern portion of Au,
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tralia. The State has also joined with the
Commonwealth in having an aerial survey
made to photograph the country, which will
be of assistance to the scientists making the
geological survey.

The 'Mines Department also controls the
machinery department, and, in view of the
very small number of accidents that have
occurred, it must be admitted that this de-
partment has faithfully carried out its ob-
ligations to the State. The department has
worked about 80 officers short during the
war period and, though it had other jobs
put on it by my colleague in civil defence
matters, it did a good job. The staff
always does its job thoroughly. We hope
our officers will soon be back again. We
have taken action to bring our inspection
staff up to date because, 'with the recon-
ditioning and re-opening of mines, there
will be considerable danger and the work
will require constant supervision and exam-
ination from day to day. The lives of
miners are more valuable to us than the
mines, and we must, therefore see that every
care is taken to protect against accident the
men engaged, as well as to look after the
sanitation and ventilation of mines. I in-
vite suggestions from members and if any
proposals come forward that are of advan-
tage to the State they will receive serious
consideration.

To facilitate mining and 'prospecting, we
propose soon to advance sustenance at the
rate of 30s. per week per man, with the loan
of tools, issue of rail passes and the supply
of explosives, when considered necessary.
Parties are to be limited to two or three
men. Instruction in prospecting and min-
ing operations, and in simple geology, are
to be given at the Schools of Mines for a
limited period, where considerable desirable,
and sustenance is to be continued during
this time. A Government geologist is
periodically to visit parties and advise, par-
ticularly when mining operations are in
progress. Once a party starts to work a
property and our inspection shows it to be
warranted, a compressor and drills are to
be hired or loaned. Assistance thus given
is to he repaid by 25 per cent. of all gold
wvon. A prospecting supervisor is to be ap-
pointed should the number of prospectors
warrant it. That is dur policy, and I in-
vite criticism from those who have bad
mining experience. I welcome proposals as

to what we should or should not do to co-
operate in bringing about a state of pros-
perity in the mining industry.

[Mr. Mon,, took the Chair.]

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) (9.251J:
Whatever criticism may be offered on the
administration of its duties by the Mines
Department, no-one, either inside or outside
this Chamber, doubts the enthusiasm of the
present Minister for 'Mines in the discharge
of his duties. Ile has covered an immenhc
area of ground, both inside and outside the
Estimates, which I do not propose to tra-
verse; for one reason, that my knowledge
of a number of matters mentioned by him
is of a limited character. The Minister told
us that he intends to ask the Treasurer for
a considerable amount of money more than
appears in the Estimates. That is a con-
soling statement if made with legitimate
hope of success. If made only as a request
which it is not anticipated will be granted.
it is of little value. I assume that when the
Minister made the statement he did so with
the authority of the Treasurer, and that this
request is one that we can expect will re-
ceive favourable consideration by the Trea-
surer. It is necessary for an additional
amount to be made available over and above
the amount specified here because the
amount last year, a year of low expenditure,
exceeds by £3,500 odd the total estimate for
the present year, and that in spite of the
fact that the present Estimates show an in-
crease of £4,300 odd, so for services outside
of salaries, the present Estimates are, in
round figures, down by £8,000 odd compared
with the expenditure last year. It is neces-
sary that we have an assurance by the
Minister that these Estimates will be
greatly exceeded during the present finan-
cial period.

I listened with interest to the advice
given by the Minister on modern systems of
mining and the improvement of those sys-
tems over others to which we have been ae-
customed; for instance, loaoming, as against
drilling. In my day, and that of the mem-
ber for Hannans, loaming was considered
a more accurate way of prospecting than
was drilling. One could drill without result
because a bore covers such a limited area,
and one does not get the. signs of the coun-
try which tell the prospector that he is in
the ore channel or possibly approaching
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more favourable country. All that is hidden
from the drill, which discloses only what the
core brings to light. T attach no faith to
drilling unless associated with some other
scientific investigation such as geophysical
examination, If one knows that an ore
body does exist, one can possibly trace it by
a number of bore holes, which would be an
expensive method if done by sinking shafts.
I think the men who are to be sent out will
have to rely on the old methods if they are
to be successful. When they find indica-
tions shed by some gold-bearing body they
will have to trace them by loaming until
they find the source, if possible, and make a
valuable discovery.

The amount on the Estimates for this
year is not encouraging and an increase in
expenditure is necessary. Since last year I
find-looking at the expenditure during the
reign of the late Minister for Mines-that
expenditure on explosives, magazine re-
serves, maintenance to sidings, repairs to
trucks and upkeep of horse and cart, was
£13. That does not seem very extravagant.
In fact, it would appear almost farcical.
Fancy £13 spent on all that!

Mr. Watts: They could not have fed the
horses too well.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It aerves to show that
the expenditure last year was not of a wildly
extravagant character, and therefore if we
are to make any real effort--I am sure the
Minister intends to make it-to secure the
revival of the mining industry we should be
prepared to spend a good deal more. Among
the many matters respecting which I would
like to see expenditure considerably in-
creased there is the provision of mining
school scholarships. I agree with the Min-
ister, and appreciate his statement, that the
age of science has arrived, and we must very
largely abandon old methods and old beliefs
and rely much more on science carefully ap-
plied to industry. It is very important that
mining school scholarships should be made
available on a much larger scale to those who
are prepared to offer themselves for further
studies. Last year the money spent on
these scholarships was £C102-a mere baga-
telle, and quite valueless.

If we have any belief in what is likely to
be. developed by means of mining school
scholarships, we must be prepared to put
our hands deeper into our pockets to sub-

sidise this avenue of expenditure to the ex-
tent of ten or 20 times the amount expended
last year. The Estimates show that the
amount provided for expenditure under thisq
heading during the current financial year ii
£155, or an increase of £53 I hope that
with the advent of more money, and there-
fore more opportunities to spend it, this
will be one of the first directions in which
increased funds will be expended. I have
always had the idea-and the belief is
shared by !hose more in touch with mining-
at present than I am-that we have never
spent enough upon the education of clever
young mining men, the type of man that has
learnt the practical side and wants to go in
for the theory of mining so as to fit himself
to the highest possible degree to apply
theory to the practical side of mining. I
am sure that goldfields members in this
Chamber, and even those who are not asso-
ciated with mining constituencies, will grasp
the importance of this work and assist in
bringing it to fruition.

I mentioned earlier that we are always
fighting nature in an endeavour to take from
her the treasures she has hidden from man,
especially gold. It is a very old struggle
and involves the effort to separate gold from
many other minerals with which it is as-
sociated and which needs must be separated
before the gold can be recovered. The Minis-
ter has held out some hope that a new pro-
cess has been found by which one of the
greatest difficulties experienced in the past
will be dealt with, namely, the conjunction
of copper and gold. That conjunction has
to be overcome. In the old days, as the
member for Hannans will agree, it was neces-
sary to recover the copper with the gold con-
tents and send the ore 'away. That was a
very costly matter and it was expensive
because it had to be sent to the Eastern
States for treatment in smelters. Apparent-
ly some 'brilliant young man has discovered
a new process -which, I take it, will be some-
thing in the nature of a flotation process,
as a result of which the copper and the gold
can be separated. I presume it is a develop-
ment of the flotation process.

The Minister for Mines: No.
Hon. X. KEENAN: Then the Minister is

still more mysterious than ever. I imagined
it -would be a development of the flotation
process, which would have the effect of
separating the copper and the gold. in any

2390



2400 [ASSEMBLY.]

event if the new process is a success it will
be extremely valuable to this State. I do
not propose to deal with the question of coal,
of which I know little or nothing beyond
the fact that it seems to me to be one of the
most irritating forms of industry in con-
nection with which those engaged in it are
in a state of perpetual turmoil all over the
world. It is not only in Australia but the
world over that disputes have arisen in con-
nection with the coalmining industry. How-
ever, I do not wish to comment on that
phase. On some more appropriate occasion
I may do so. I shall not touch upon it to-
night except to say that I hope that our
other industries will be in no way more
damaged or incommoded by the coal troubles
in this State than is inescapable.

There is a peculiar item on the Estimates
respecting which ire should have some par-
ticular explanation. I refer to the item
dealing with the Wiluna gold mine and the
rroduetion of arsenic. We could under-
stand snch an item appcaring- during the
war period, but I always understood that
the expense incurred in the recovery of
arsenic was borne by the Commonwealth, at
any rate in the greatest proportion, and
that any such operations were undertaken
with the assistance of the Comm onwealth.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: That is right, but
this State had to pay a considerable pro-
portion of the expense to keep the industry
going.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Is it not about time
that we followed the example of other
States and did nothing without being paid
for it? Although this is not relevant to
the Mining Vote and I may receive curt
treatment At the hands of the Deputy Chair-
man of Committees, I cannot understand
why, in connection with railway matters,
the Queensland Government was able to
make such a lot of money from the carriage
of troops and supplies, for the Common-
wealth, whereas in Western Australia we
undertook the same task but at cost or per-
haps below cost.

Hon. .1. C. Wilicock: No, the same rates
applied, but the Queensland Government
had a vastly bigger turnover.

Hon. N. KEENAN: At any rate, the
Queensland Government made a lot of money
on that account.

lion. J. C. Willeock: That is so-
Hon. N. KEENAN: In this instance why

should we bear the expense of the £5,000

provided for the production of arsenic'
What is arsenic waated for now9 If it ib
required by the Commonwealth it is purely
as a luxury-possibly to deal with the Gov-
ernment's opponents, political and other-
wvise. Why should we provide free arsenic
for the Commonwealth? I regret seeing such
a provision made in the Estimates, parti-
cularly as we could spend the money much
better ia other directions. Here wre are
asked to spend £5,000 on producing arsenic,
which has not the smallest value, even in
the Eastern States.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: The agreement was
made for 12 months and it has just rut, out,
but we have to pay this money.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not know that
the member for Geraldtono has not allowed
his enthusiasm to over-rule his accuracy-

Hon. J. C. Wilieck: No. Perhaps you
can show where that is wrong.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I realise it would he
difficult to find the hon. member out. How-
ever, I do not propose to indulge in these
little quips on a matter of this description.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! It is very dis-
orderly.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I have spoken to
these Estimates for two reasons. I am still
intensely interested in the mining industry
although long past active participation in it.
Secondly, I have discussed the Vote because
there are some matters to which it is ad-
visable. to direct the attention of the Com-
mittee. Those matters are the ones I have
just mentioned. Particularly I refer to the
fact that in this scientific age we should not
hestitate to spend generously in the provi-
sion of ruining school scholarships for the
purpose of encouraging men who are practi-
cal miners and have that knowledge at their
fingertips, and who desire to receive theo-
retical and scientific instruction in order to
become more valuable in the industry.

[Mr. Rodoreda resumed the Chair.]

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [9.40]: 1
congratulate the new Minister for Mines on
his excellent effort in presenting the Mines
Estimates to the Committee. I was pleased
to hear him say that the Budget had been
framed in wartime, and the mining figures
were not such as he intended to spend in
peacetime. T assure the Minister that the
men connected with the mining industry
throtighout Australia have viewed his eleva-
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tion to the Ministry with considerable For many years he was engaged in the in.
favour. To use mining parlance, they con-
sider they have "got a good prospect, from
which they will get payable values." I feel
sure that will be the position. The mem-
ber for Nedlands is just as anxious as 'any
member sitting on the Government side of
the House could he, to see the promotion
of the interests of the mining industry. The
contribution he has made to the discussion
of the Mines Estimates was indeed satis-
factory, except on the question of the pro-
vision of scholarships for young men. I
realise that some such provision is long over-
due, particularly in view of the large sums
of money spent in this State on the develop-
mnent of mining for gold and other mifierals
and the excellent results and returns that
have been achieved in that respect.

During the period I was secretary of a
trade union at Kalgoorlie--it was during
the depression years-the School of Mines
turned out a young man who was a brilliant
scholar, particularly in metallurgy. He was
particularly brilliant in the theory of min-
ing but he lacked practical knowledge. He
wished to obtain practical experience in one
of the mines and on behalf of the young
man's parents and himself, armed with the
certificate of the Director of the School of
Mines, I approached every mining man of
standing at Kalgoorlie and placed the lad's
qualifications before him, but was told on
each occasion that no uise could be made of
his services. In the end that young man
took on railway construction work with the
pick and shovel and he was lost to mining.
That shows how much consideration the Kal-
goorlie mining people are prepared to give
to the training of a brilliant young man
such as that.

When the member for Nedlands talks
about the Government providing more money
tfoe mining school scholarships, why not ask

temining companies that have made so
much out of the gold deposits of this State,
to join with the Government in making the
necessary provision. On that score I will
meet the member for Nedlands, but I believe
the mining companies as well as the Gov-
ernment should participate in the provision
of scholarships. The Minister invited
criticism; I do not think he will get it. No-
one is more qualified to speak on behalf of
the mining industry and of the prospectors
than the member for Murchison himself.

clustry and, as a member of Parliament, hc
has been able to present the ease for th(
prospectors and for the goldtnining indus-
try in general. The M3inister will certainly
not hear any criticism from me or from other
members representing Goldfields constituen-
cies for we realise that he is perfectly genu-
ine in his attitude and he will do everything
possible to assist the goldmining industry.
There are, however, certain suggestions that
can be made and his department can be criti.
cised in some respects%. It can be pointed
out that some of the work undertaken could
be carried out more efficiently.

The Minister said he wanted to encour-
age prospectors to go outback. That is an
excellent idea both from the point of view
of the Government and of the men. On the
other hand, what has happened? Men have
gone out anid have spent the best part of
their lifetime in the outback, but have never
got anything of value. Where they have dis-
covered goldfields they have received nothing
in return, although those men have been re-
sponsible for bringing much wealth into the
State. Take the instance of the greatest
Goldfields identity-Paddy Hannans-vbo
discovered the presence of gold-he died
practically in poverty. I think the Gov-
erment gave him a miserable pit-
tance of about £2 a week; but, al-
though millions of money were taken away
from Kalgoorlie by mining companies, not
one mining company came to his help. Not
one company said to him, "On account of
your having found the most valuable field
in Australia we are prepared to pay you
50 per cent, of the pittance you are get-
ting from the Government and so let you
have a little more comfort."

Prospectors who discover a field and do
not receive any benefit from their discovery
should be recognised by some payment from
the Government. A man who goes pros-
pecting goes out with the chance of re-
ceiving no reward at all, with no chance
of getting any return for his labour. There
was certainly no guarantee about that in
the old days. Ho may find a field which
is rich, but he may get nothing out of it
himself. We give him a reward claim, pro-
vided he wor-ks it. The Minister made
reference to other minerals. I agree with
him that there are many excellent pros-
pectors in the State who have no knowledge
of minerals other than gold, copper, silver
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and perhaps lead. These are well-known
minerals, but we have other minerals in
Western Australia which require somethint
more than the ordinary prospector's know-
ledge.

If the Mines Department can issue bul-
letins which will describe these various min-
erals, their peculiarities, their hardness and
their value, that might be of great assist-
ance to the prospectors. We have some
valuable minerals. We have a mineral
known as tantalite. We all know that quite
recently it proved to be most valuable; but
up to the outbreak of the war it was prac-
tically of no value in the Commonwealth.

The Minister for Mines: And we have
beryl.

Mr. TRIAT: Beryl is not valuable com-
pared to tantalite. It is found in very small
quantities and fetches a very low price,
38 dollars per tona.

Mr. Styants: Tantalite is more valuable
then gold.

31r. TRIAT: It is worth pound for pounAd
with g'old. When the war broke out, tanta-
lite was being sent to America. They still
want it, I believe. Whea the tantalite
reached America it was found that, by treat-
ing it properly, its value increased. Two
tons of tantalite residue was worth £37,000,
hut we received £4,000 for it when exported
from Western Australia. As I say, the
value in other countries was £37,000. We
had no method of extracting tantalum
from the tantalite. The only countries that
could do so were Germany, America and
Japan, who evidently had men of higher
scientific attainments than we have in Aus-
tralia. The department will have to get
busy and ensure that minerals of such a
high value are not permitted to leave the
country in a raw state. The money paid
for tantalite outside of Australia should be
spent in the State. The man who produces
the stuff should get the value, less the amount
required to treat it.

The Minister told the Committee that the
department employed 31 chemists. Let us
hope they can devise ways and means of
extracting the valuable residue from tan-
talite. -According to a history of mining
which I read, tantalite got its name because
it was so difficult to extract the valuable
material from it. That is probably correct.
Let us discover some method of obtaining
that valuable material. As to other minerals,
I remember a case in Yalgoo of a prospector
wvho had discovered scheelite, which is used

for hardening steel. In my district the
prospectors found a reef a mile long and
200 feet wide; pieces of the mineral were
many pounds in weight. The percentage of
W02 in the scheelite is over 13,
but nobody would spend money on the show.
The Government would not spend £200 to
sink a shaft. That find is four miles from
Yalgoo and is practically untouched, with
the exception that the men produced two
tons of scheelite by crude methods and sent
it away.

The Minister also said that he is prepared
to assist prospectors to break ore with drills,
the prospectors to pay back to the Govern-
ment 25 per cent, of the gold won. If the
gold 'won is sufficient in quantity to pay
the man his wages, the Government should
ask him to pay back 25 per cent, of the
gold won; but if the gold is not sufficient
to pay wages, the Government should -use
its discretion about making the request for
the 25 per cent.

The Minister for M1ines: The Government
always does.

Mr. TRIAT: I think it does, and that it
lb. on the right track by assisting prospectors.
There are many ways of assisting them. As
the Minister pointed out, they can be assisted
with compressors and rock drills in country
where the rock is hard. By such means the
man could obtain a bigger tonnage and get
it treated faster. Living allowances should
be paid to prospectors while they fire in
search of gold, provided they do the work.
As in the ease of the Mun sie scheme, a
prospector should be under the coutrol of
a supervisor. I do not favour groups of
three, four and five men prospecting, be-
cause usually they cannot agree while
working on the job. In instances where
men desire to go out in groups, however,
a supervisor, should be sent with them. On
the other hand, if a prospector desires to
prospect on his own account, he should be
entitled to an allowance sufficient to keep-
him in food while he is working. If be
earns sufficient to pay wages, then he can
make a refund to the Government out of
his winnings from the gold.

Quite recently I read of a new develop-
meat that occurred on the goldficlds. A
young man had drilled only 80 feet on an
abandoned field and I am given to under-
stand that he now has a valuable goldmine.
Many mines have been pegged in the dis-
trict, where nobody anticipated mining
would agana be undertaken. There seems
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to be a prospect in that particular area of
another mine or two (being opened up.
When a prospector finds a goidmine, he
has to meet many difficulties. Our old
State batteries are. definitely rattletraps.
There is not a State battery in Western
Australia-including the crack one t
Coolgardie and the other at Kalgoorlie, the
two best-that is capable of crushing a
good tonnage or getting a decent extrac-
tion of gold. The time is overdue for
them to be scrapped. We should he more
modern in our methods. We should treat
ore in the way that the mining companies
treat it. They do not treat it as it is treated
by the State Battery Department. The
companies crush it by modern methods;
but when the gold gets into the sands at
the State battery the Government asks too
much of the prospector. I think the State
Battery Department left in the sand 3
dwts. 8 grains.

The Minister for Lands: Two dwts. 8
grains.

Mr. TRIAL: I can remember the ex-
Minister for Mines making an endeavour
to remedy the matter. He brought the
quantity down to 1 dwt. 18 grains. We
were overjoyed that night. I wired the
information to my people and received in
return congratulatory telegrams, saying
that the Government had done a wonderful
job. When we got to the Mines Department,
however, we found the department had dis-
covered that to reduce the quantity in that
way would cost some thousands of pounds.
The department therefore immediately altered
the percentage and arrived at the exact
figure of 2 dwts. 8 grains. The depart-
ment said, "No, you cannot give the men
the increase." The Minister definitely did
intend to do so at the time. He said, "I
have done something for the prospectors
at lasty hut the department finds that it
has made a mistake." The State battery
could not get enough gold out of the sands,
in its opinion, to warrant the reduction to
1 dwt. 18 grains. No mining company in
the State would leave ldwt. 18 grains in
the sands. I am not talking of treatment,
but of what is left behind in the sands.
The metallurgist -who -would do that 'would
get the sack.

I respectfully suggest to the Minister
that he deal with the State Battery De-
partment and ask the staff to give better
consideration to the treatment of pros-

peetors' ore, particularly in view of the in-
creased crushing charges as the result of
increases in wages and materials. If the
Minister does give that attention to that
department, it may be that more effective
methods will be undertaken to treat semi-
sulphide and suiphide ores. There are sul-
phide ores in my district with 2-oz. dirt,
but the State battery will not touch it at
2 ozs. to the ton. A prospector in my
district has a claim called "Rose Marie,"
hut the State Battery Department will not
treat the ore because it is refractory and
the department cannot get the gold out.
At Ravensthorpe an oil flotation plant has
been installed. Cannot the Government in-
stal such a plant?9 New blood is required
in the State Battery Department.

The Mlinister for Lands: Two men at
Ravensthorpe were backed by the Mines
Department and got expert advice from
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. ThIAT: The State Battery Depart-
ment should get expert advice from Kal-
goorlie also. The Minister drew our atten-
tion to the fact that two men were treat-
ing copper ore; but the member for Ned-
lands was on the right track. It was the
same old method; a greater quantity of ore
can he treated at a cheaper cost. To treat
ore of that type 20 to 30 per cent, of copper
would be required. This is a question
which should be investigated. If a man
has 3 per cent. of copper ore, I understand
it cannot be treated. The Minister said lie
was going to ask the Treasurer for extra
money. I think he has as much hope qf
obtaining it as I have.

The Minister for Lands: Do not be pes-
simistic.

Mr. TRIAT: I heard the Treasurer may,
when hie made his Budget speech, that he
was up against it and I do. not think con-
ditions have improved. I am afraid the
Minister will have some difficulty in ob-
taining the money which he expects. I
doubt whether his anticipations will be
realised. I would like him, however, to
approach the Commonwealth Government.
There is not the slightest doubt that the
Coinmonwealth Government has taken mil-
lions of pondis from the industry during
the last few years. Today it is taking i7s.
7/ 2d. for every ounce of gold won from
the goidmines in Western Australia, and
it does nothing for the industry, except put
out uts hand to take the money. That state

240:1
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of affairs cannot continue to exist with
friendly feelings by Western Australia to-
wards the Commonwealth. The Common-
wealth should be prepared to return to the
industry some of the money it has taken
from it. I admit that the Commonwealth
(lid make us a grant of £100,000 to keel)
our mines in reasonably decent working
condition while they were closed down dur-
ing the war, the Commonwealth having
taken the men away. I think the Common-
wealth Government has made another ad-
vance of £,50,000 this year to continue the
assistance it has already given, at least so
I am given to understand by the mining
companies.

For the re-hahilitation of prospecting,,
State Batteries, semi-sulphide ore treat-
mient, battery plants, living allowance,
water, etc., the Commonwealth Governmntn
should have no hesitation in banding to
Western Australia £500,000 of the millions
it has taken. I feel sure that the members%
of the panel representing Western Australia
will put to the Commonwealth Government
the proposal to pay back to this State some
of the £3,000,000 or £4,000,000 that it has
taken by way of a totally unfair tax. That
tax is on production and not on profit. I
trust that the Minister will contact his re-
presentatives on the panel and request them
to ask that some of that money he returned
to this State to assist in getting us out of
the position in which we are today. 'Western
Australia can be thankful for the goldmin-
ing industry and will again look on it as
one to assist it out of its troubles. Butter,
moaet and wheat are all right today while
they are wanted oversen, but as soon as we
have met those requirements we will have to
find other means of getting revenue. We can
easily revert to the position in 1938 and
1939 when wheat was Is. 10d. a bushel and
no one wanted to grow it or to sell it. We
must he prepared for a rainy day, and look
for a commodity that we can put on the
world's market, and which will not be turn-
ed clown by anyone, whether he be black,
wvhite or brindle.

Although gold is of no value to its to eat,
it has a large trading value. Let us not
lose an opportunity of availing ourselves
of this wealth while it is at £10 15s. 3d. per
ounce-and in my opinion it will increase
in value beyond that figure. I do not knowv
wvhat the position is in regard to the selling
of gold in Australia, although I know that

the Commonwealth Bank has control of it.
Whether the Commonwealth Government
will continue to control the handling of
g-old, I do not know. I assume that the
Minister wvill be able to obtain that informa-
tion. If it is found that the Commonwealth
Government intends not to retain that con-
trol for all time, I urge him to exploit the
world markets for gold in the same way as
they have been exploited for wheat. When
one Federal Minister-Dr. Evatt I think-
was speaking in America or England recent-
ly be said that there was no gold in Atistra-
lia; that there were no substantial stocks
of gold here. Ile gave the world to under-
stand that the quantity of gold that had
accumulated during the wvar was disposed
of. If that is so 1, who am a goldinining
representative, would like to know where it
has gone.

lHon. N. Keenan: Andl at what prie!
Mr. TRIAl: tes. We all realise that

gold has a variable price in different parts
of the world today. It is £10 15s. 3d. in
Australia, £S8Ss. sterling in England, and 35
dollars in America. When wve leave the
sterling countries we find that in India it
is worth up to £25 Australian. There muist

ba demand for it. In Holland we can
get £E4 for every golden sovereign. We all
knowv that the exchange in Dutch currency,
agrvinst Australian currency, before the war,
was terrific. The Australian pound in Java
was wvorth only Ils., but the people there
are prepared to pay £4 for every sovereign
which is equivalent to £E16 an ounce. In ad-
dition. India is prepared to pay up to £25)
according- to the latest information we have
received. I quote a few figures. In 1.944 the
production of gold was 472,588 ounces which
ait £10 35s. per ounce-the valne at that
time--was worth £5,080,321. In round
figures the value of gold at £610 15s. per
ounce was £5,000,000 Australian. The samne
amount of gold sold to the Dutch would be
wvorth £7,600,000 Australian, or £:2.500,000
more than we are getting in Australian cur-
rency. In India the same gold, at £20 an
ounce-and that is not the maximum figure
that gold reached ini India-the total value
would he £9,500,000, or £E4,500,000 niore
than in Australia. These are valuable
markets that can be exploited.

If anyone is entitled to get a rake-off oil
gold it is the people who produce it and not
the Commonwealth Government, which has
its rake-off nowv when it gets 17s. 7/ 2d. on
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every ounce of gold. Surely it does not
want as a further rake-off the difference be-
tween £:10 15s. 3d. anl ounce and £16 or £20,
wherever it may be. We have a hank-the
litral and Industries Bank-that is capable
of handling our gold and if we later control
it ourselves, instead of the Commonwealth
Government, then we should get the high
price for the benefit of the men who pro-
dIuce it. In addition, we might get our-
selves out of the troubles that we may then
be experiencing. I trust the Minister will
stick to gold because he will find it one
of our most valuable products for some time
to comie.

I have recently travelled through the
South-West and have seen the wonderful
land there, bilt I say there is no possibility
of thit land producing, in the next 10
years, anything like what the goidmines
w'ill p~roduce. The industries carried on
there ivill not pay in wvages and expenses
wvhat the minling companies will pay. There
is no greater production of wealth, to the.
working 'nan or to the lucky prospector than
gold. I think that the Minister's term of
office is one during which this Government
should sp~end a lot of money on gold. The
other day I heard a man say, "We should
spend £1,000,000 on the ]3unbury harbour."
Wecll, let us get £500,000 and spend it on
gold. WVe will then get a much quicker
return. I am not going to deal with the
number, of men who might be engaged in
mining, because the Minister knows that
the mining industry will carry more men per
acre than any industry in Australia, includ-
ing the celebrated iron foundries.

A short time ago the Minister invited me
to pay, a visit to the coalfields. I did so and
to mec that trip was a great education. It
was the first time that I had been below in
a coalnine. I was dumbfounded! I could not
believe that such conditions, could exist in
any part of Australia as existed there. The
MIinister said that many of the men in charge
'liar not have had experience in other parts
of the world. I do not know about that, but
any' man who has had ekpierience in gold-
mining and who saw those conditions would
he disgusted to think that they could be
tolerated. I am not talking about conditions
that cannot be overcome, such as miner's
plitlii~is, but ordinary surface conditions for
a start. The change-rooms were disgraceful
and would not be tolerated for five minutes

on a goldinine. It took me the best part
a quarter of anl hour to scrub the coal out
of myself after being underground for twoe
oi three hours. How these men get on at
the end of a. day. I do not know. Their
change-rooms and bathrooms were filthy, and
the gear overhead would not be tolerated in
a slum let alone in a valuable up-tb-date
coalminle. When the men wvent to work they
carried all the material down below. They
filled inside their shirts with dynamite, and
put detonators in their hip pockets. They
carried two bottles of water in a knapsack,
as well as their food, and had to walk 1'/2
miles down below.

Mr. Kelly: Is there on inspector there?

The Minister for Lands: Yes, two.

Mr. TRIAT: That is so, but the comn-
panies are not breaking the law. Those
conditions would not exis r tw miue

on a goldiine where the miners are not
allowed to carry any tools underground, and
they certainly do not carry dynamite or
detonators.

Mir. Perkins: Do they use dynamite and
detonators in the mines?

Mtr. TRIAT: Yes.
Mr. Thorn:; What is the member for the

district doing?
Mr. TRIAT: He has nothing to do with

it because these thlings nrc permitted undei
fie regulations. I hope the Minister will

brn in new regulations to give these men
better working conditions so that they will
not have to carry underground the tools of
trade or drinking water, and to provide
travelling facilities for' them so that tlhey
will not have to walk a mile and a half after
work. Also better conditions should exist
underground at the working places. I am
astounded to know that the men at Collie
have continued to work at various times.
I am not a belligerent sort of Inan, and do
not believe in strikes, but I am surprised
that the men have worked under the con-
ditions existing at Collie. That they have
done so shows that they must be peaceful
and law-abiding men. As the Minister
pointed out, they voluntarily worked two
hours a day in the open cut, in addition to
a day's work, and produced as much coal
in that two hours as they did in the pre-
viouis two hours. That was done to give
the Government an opportunity to meet
the requirements of the Waroona factory,

240'.1
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the Swan Cement Works, and the State
Brick Works. These men must be a
good type but they are not getting a fair
deal and in my opinion they never have
had a fair deal.

I trust that in the first session of the next
Parliament the Minister will bring down
new mines regulations giving them decent
conditions in regard to change rooms, trans-
port and better working facilities under-
ground. I regret that the Collie coalminers
bad to undergo the ugly position that arose
last Sunday. The mn quarrelled amongst
themselves as to wvhether they would con-
tinue working because they had had another
raw deal. When a dispute occurred there
some time ago the miners went on strike for
a dlay and decided to go before a board of
reference, composed of local practical men,
and that board decided in favour of the men.
The owners of the mines have certain re-
dresses and on this occasion they appealed
to the Commnonwealth board, which sat and
said that the men were wrong and the com-
pany was right. Usually' we appeal to
the Arbitration Court against the deci-
sins of a board of reference, but that
cannot be done in.Westcrn Australia today.
Under the Commonwealth coal regulations,
that is not permitted. I hope that the Com-
monwealth Government will agree to stand
by the Collie eoalminers in their desire to
have the State Arbitration Court function
on their behalf, and thus give us a chance
of maintaining peace in the industry instead
of having the Commonwealth coming in and
messing things up. If the Commonwealth
cannot handle its own disputes in the
Eastern States, it cannot manage ours.

Mr. Kelly: The Commonwealth refused to
give the State control.

Mr. TRIAT: That is so, but as a gesture
of decency to men who are willing to work
and wvho worked during the war without a
stoppage except one of infinitesimal propor-
tions, the Commonwealth should he prepared
to say, "We will permit you to run your in-
dustry under your own Arbitration Court."
If this were done, it might prove to be an
inducement to people in the other States to
revert to normal conditions instead of going
on as they are at present.

There are some conditions at Collie for
which I am prepared to give considerable
praise. There is, for instance, the open cut,
which is second- to nothing in Australia for

the production of coal. I commend the
people who were responsible for the produc-
tion of coal in the open cut. The conditions
might have been bad and dirty at the outset,
but I can conceive of nothing better than
the work that is going on there at present.
It is clean, healthy and very productive.

The Minister for Lands: Everybody did
his best to prevent the Mines Department
from opening that up.

Mr. TR1AT: Everyone would now give
the department credit for having opened it
up because it has put into operation one
of the most effective means for producing
coal. The open cut produces 100 tons of
coal ain hour, and the work is performned
quickly, cleanly and expertly. I give credit
to those who were responsible for the open
cut, whether the Mines Department or the
company.

The Minister for Lands: It was Dick Wil-
son who was responsible for opening it up.

Mr. TRIAT: Then it is a credit to him.
When I was at Collie I saw the Wyvern
coalmine to which the Government has ad-
vanced £C39,000. The method of operation in
that mine was excellent. The men were
transported to the coal face on a trolley and
the coal was pulled, not by tubs or skips,
hut by an endless belt. The rate of hauling
coal from the mine was 100 tons an hour
which quantity, of course, could be increased
by using a larger belt.

Coal is capable of producing an immense
amount of wealth, but more investigations
are needed than have been made in the past.
Many people talk of what is going to be
done in the direction of producing charcoal
iron, but I am of opinion that we can pro-
duce coke from Collie coal. There is at
Government inspector at Collie, Mr. Gilles-
pie, who seems to be a knowledgeable man.
He told me that four years ago he had at-
tempted to gasify Collie coal by a Crude
method. He took a pipe 4 ft. long and 4 iii.
in diameter, filled it with Collie coal, sealed]
the ends, put it in a furnace and got it red
hot. When he applied a match to the gais
thus generated, it ignited, and on opening
the tube he found coke inside. This was
known to the Mines Department four years
ago. Yet druring those years not a piece of
coke has been produced in Western Austra-
lia, apart from the work being done by Mr.
Fox at Midland Junction. I understand
that Mr. Fox, under the Mines Department
or the Department of Industrial Develop-
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juent, is Jputting in a furnace for this pur-
pose. Why should this work be in hand
only now when four years ago it was de-
nmonstrated that coke could be produced
from Collie coal? We are spending a large
sum of money on a charcoal proposition,
the reason given being that we cannot pro-
duce coke in this State. The real reason is
that we have not tried. Reseaich work is
most important in regard not only to Col-
lie coal, but also to Irwin, Mingenew or
any other native coat. If research can
show that we are able to get useful by-
products from native coals, we shall he
doing good work.

I have no intention of wearying the Corn-
nmittee. I have spoken of gold and coal
mining, and I feel sure the department is
in the hands of an excellent man provided
lie can get funds to enable him to carry on
the work, Of course, if funds are not
made available, he will not be able to do
impossibilities. If he can get the funds, I
am satisfied that he is capable of doing
the job.

The Minister for Lands: You are not
the only man to find that out.

M r. TRIAT: That is so. The Minister
for Lands, when he held the Mines port-
folio, was in the same position. Let us
hope that if there is no other course open
to the present Minister for Mines, he will
approach the problem from a different
angle and try to get the Commonwealth
U4overnment to assist. I think the Com-
monwealth would be prepared to help if it
could see the possibility of getting some
tangible return. I hope the Minister has
a successful term of office and that his
efforts will result in considerable good for
the people of this State.

MR. LEAHY (Hannans) [10.21]: 1 eon-
gratulate the member for Murchison heartily
upon his elevation to the Ministry, particu-
larly when I realise that two very important
departments, Mines and Railwvays, have been
allocated to him. Having followed the hon.
member's career for many years, I feel sure
that he will be quite capable of handling
the Department of Mines, but I would not
say the same of Railways. I have no in-
tention of casting any reflection upon the
Minister, but I believe the joint responsi-
bility of the two departments is too great
for any Minister. The Mines Department
alone would be a full time job for one man.

In Western Australia today, more so than
for the last five or six years, we are looking
to the mining industry to assist in the
rehabilitation of many of our returned
servicemen. Most people have a very faini
idea of just what the goldmining industry
has meant to Western Australia and to the
Commonwealth. The first gold that was re-
ported allegedly was discovered by a con-
vict settler in New South Wales in 1841,
but the holders of the immense acreages in
those days feared that if the secret leaked
out, they would not he able to hold one of
their workmen, which I suppose was rathex
an accurate calculation. So nothing waE
(lone until, in April, 1851, E, man named
Hargreave, who had had considerable ex-
perience of gold in other countries, dis-
covered gold close to Bathurst, New South
WVales, and within two days, although the
means of transport then were very slow,
400 men were on the spot frantically search-
ing for gold.

Following that, many other fields were dis-
covered, wvhich tended to create a brighter
atmosphere in this new continent. T~ie
news spread throughout the world, and
although Hargreave discovered gold only in
April, 1861, in Victoria, as early as July,
phenomenally rich fields were found.

We should bear in mind that at that stage
only porticins of the fringes of the con-
tinent were inhabited, and I venture to say
that, but for the discovery of gold, the
British people would not now be holding
this island continent. Victoria at the time
was struggling along under a penal system.
Many of the best settlers had left their
own country for their own good, not for
their country's good. Anyone who had the
audacity to express unpopular political
views or snare a hare or shoot a pheasant
was sent out to Australia as a convict. Yet
these are the men who helped to build up
the great Commonwealth of today. - The
imperial Government attempted to make this
country a repository for people whom it
considered were rather too advanced in their
political views or who were not wanted on
account of having committed some trivial
offence, political or otherwise.

Within two years of the opening up of
the first g-oldfield in Victoria 173 tons of gold
wvere produced of a value of £E14,000,000.
'Up to 1906, Victoria alone had produced
£544,000,000 wvorth of gold. This gold
was obtained from what we in this State
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call alluvial mining; it was surface gold ob-
tainled by merely scratching the surface,
which showed the phenomenal wealth that
existed there. The result was that the popu-
lation in four years increased to about six
times the original number. Had that ratio
of increase continued, I venture to say that
the population of Australia today would
have been 20,000,000 or 30,000,000.

No other country in the world has such
rich g-oldfields or has produced so much
gold as has Australia. There is no other
country that has produced lumps of virgin
gold anywhere near approaching the nug-
gets that have been unearthed in Victoria
and elsewherei. The Welcome Nugget, which
contained 2,248 ozs. of pure gold, has never
been approached. I think the next largest
outside of Australia was found in the Itral
Mountains, while other nuggets wvere found
in South Africa and in California, but the
content of pure gold was only about half
of that of some of our nuggets. The Wel-
come Nugget was only one of many that
have been discovered in Australia.

Later came the discoveries in Western
Australia which have surpassed those of Vic-
toria for richness of production, not in
alluvial gold, but in reefs and lodes which
are the richest in the world. We often bear
talk about the wonderful ore deposits of the
Rand in South Africa, hut the richest line
of lode ever worked on the Rand would be
about half an ounce to the ton. Yet it is
quite a common thig in Western Australia
for mines to work reefs and lodes !iurining
from 3 ozs. to 8 ozs. to the toji. In 18S6
the first return of gold in this State that I.
know of amounted to a value of £1,148.
Within a few years the production in-
creased in, value to £7,000,000, and from
1905 to 19:39 Western Australia exported
£164,000,000 worth of gold. We have
also in this State the largest, longest
and richest chute of gold in the world.
onl the 1,2001 feet level of the Great Boulder
Mine. That is the orig~inal lode. We have
not ev'en scratched this country yet, in
illy op~inion. At IKanowna, one of our oldest
gold discoveries, a mail the other day
found a reef between two of the oldest
mines in the State, the Lily and the White
Feather. He took with him a small port-
able drilling machine and came on a reef of
12 foet, wvorth ally amount, according to re-
ports I haive received. There is coarse and
free gold showing everywhere in it.

Mr. McDonald: Howv deep was the lode?
Mr. LEAR{Y: It was 12 feet. They cut

the cap of the reef at 12 feet. They had
bored 02 feet. Some people during the
war seemed to be of the opinion that gold
was unnecessary.

The M1inister for Lands: Somte people
still have that idea.'

Mr. LEAHY: We could not load our
guns with it, bitt we find now that all
countries are frantically trying to obtain
gold. The British Empire is very anxious
to procure it, anywhere, at almost any
price. No substitute has been found for it.
It is of greater value today than it has
been in its history. I think the price today
is £10 15s. 3d. per ounce, the greatest price
ever paid for Australian gold. I believe
gold went to £25 an ounce in India, but
that does not obtain today.

The Minister for Lands: That is the
black market.

Mr. LEAHY: We went through a trying
time during the war period so far as the
goldmining industry is concerned. Owing
to the loyalty of sonic of the men who were
slightly affected with miners' complaint,
and who jumped into the breach, the mines
were kept going. Even with depleted staffs,
we find the mining companies have been
continually paying dividends. During the
war, the Commonwvealth Government took
from the mines much machinery and a!)-
pliances that were urgently needed to keep
the mines working. No-one objected to
that action, as the machinery was required
for war purposes. We hope, however, that
the 'Minister will use every endeavour to
get that replaced with new machinery, thus
giving the industry a new start and a new
outlook. Let the industry receive what it
unceds and deserves.

I remember one old prospector. - ily
friend, the member for Nedlands, will re-
member him very well. His name was
Malachi flwyer. He had his own version of
what constituted a prospector. In one of
his wild moments, he summed up a pros-
pector in this way: "A prospector is a
peculiar kind of bird. You don't know why.
fio came hiere. Nobody asked him to come
here. He came here, he arrived. He was a
hard liver and a hard doer. Suddenly he took
it into his head to vanish into the virgin
bush, with his waterbag in one band, his
pick in the other, and his life in the other-
out into the wild virgin bush, where the
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hand of man had never set foot, and where,
the only sound that broke the stillness of the
silent bush was the bones of the dead men
who wvent before him." We cannot pay a
tribute high enough to those wonderful men
who, by their courage and perseverance, dis-
covered gold in the outback of this State
and made the outback what it is today, a
Iplace where decent people can live ; the pros-
pectors who made the coast and the metro-
politan area what it is today, simply by
their courage and their desire to do some-
thing out of the ordinary. Many of them
lost their lives. Many were successful, not
too many, unfortunately. I always will
remember the vivid summing up of the pros-
pector by that old man, although his sum-
ming up is rather vague.

The Minister for Lands: it is Irish.

Mr. LEAHY: I should say that a man
by that namie would be Irish. I want
to impress upon the Committee particularly
that our great mining industry will again he
called upon to perform wonders in the re-
habilitation of our soldiers. I do not know
of any youing miner who has returned from
the war who is not talking about returning
to the Goldfields. Naturally, it is the lure
of the gold, the lure that calls men to go
into the bush, endure hardships and be free
and independent. I never knew a man yet
wvho went into the industry seriously and
wvas anxious to leave it. Unfortunately,
many were compelled to do so on account of
their health. If I had nmy life to live again
I would go back and live on the fields as
a miner. These men are going hack. I
meet them every day.,

I found one curious thing, namely, that
although mining companies are continually
complaining of lack of manpower, the last
time I was in Kalgoorlie I met a Scotsman,
about 46 or 47 years of age. He asked me
whether I could get him a job. I inquired
whether he was out of the Army and he re-
plied that he was. I then asked him
whether he could not go back to his old job
and he replied that he could not. He said he
had been working on the Great Boulder mine
ad I asked him whether he could not go
back. This man had been in two wars. He
said he had gone to the mine and asked for
a machine, but to his surprise the under-
ground manager said, "No, we cannot give
you a machine, but we will give you a job."
"All right," replied the man, "thbat will do

me. WVhat is it?" The reply was'"Contract
bogg-ing." Now, this Scotsman was a little
man and contract boggers on the Golden
Mine are as wide across the forehead as
I am across the chest. And the under-
ground manager wanted to put this small
luan on to contract bogging! Is that play-
ing- the game? I got the man a job some-
where else. That is his side of the story, as
I know it. I believe that at present tnere
are 150 men looking for work in Kalgoorlie.
That is both strange and astonishing.

A conference was held in Kalgoorlie re-
ceutly as to placing returned men
in eniployment, and it was gener-
ally agreed that they must go
back into the mining industry, but
if they do, they must be segregated. By
that I mean they would all be put together
on one shift or in one mine. It would not
he possible to take them in by one's and
two's. I have been speaking to quite a lot
of themi and they have said, ''That is all
right butr it has its drawbacks. This is the
position: They put us on one mine. They
select one shift on one particular mine for
uts.'' The miner* is a freedoni-loving kind
of bird and dloes not like to
be ordered and fooled about, and
the average good miner, if he
finds there is a job in another mine where
hie can make more money, desires to go
there. I want this to be understood: If
a number of men are selected to work on
a particular mine, they have at all times the
right to go to any other mine that will em-
ploy them, if they think they can better
their conditions. That may appear to be
.something not worth while coinsidering But
I can give niemibei ia personal experience
I had when I was contracting on one of tho
big, mines on the Golden M1ile a few years
ago. Before I come to that, I would say
I do not want a repetition of what oc-
curred then. I want the freedom our boys
have fought for retained, and I want the
miners to have the right to say where they
will wvork and when they will wvork. I do
not want any one tuinng company or anyv-
one else to tell men they, have to remain
here or have to go somewhere else.

On the occasion of which I was about
to speak, I -was on one of the big mines
and I was desired to (10 somnething that was
not in my contract. I did not argue; I
simply left and walked across to the othei
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mine, which was 120 yards away. As soons
as the manager saw mie, he took me to a
big plan on the wall and told me where he
wanted ine to work. I told him I would
be ready in three days. I went back at
the appointed time, but when I got there
be told me he was sorry but the contract
was off; that they were not going on with
it. 1 thought that rather strange. But a
couple of months afterwards, I wvas speak-
ing to one of the staff, who had overheard
a telephone conversation between the tnhan
I had left and] the one I was going to. The
mnan I had left asked the other not to give
me the contract because he wanted me back
with him. I do not want that kind of thing
to happen to our returned men. I want
them to have the samne freedom that has a]-
ways existed in the Eastern Gold fields and
ou every other goldfield on which I have
-worked. A man is entitled to go where he
likes. For a company to say that a man
miust remain in a certain position, when lie
feels that he could improve himself if
he left, is wrong; and if that is attempted
I think it will be a tragedy. With regard
to the aluminium treatment, I hope the
Minister will do the very best lie can to
push that along. I think we are delaying
a little too much. It is something in the
interests of the miners and a step in the
right direction.

The 'Minister for Mlines: You know, of
conrse, it is patented and %ye cannot use it
until Robson comes out.

Mr. LEAFY: I understood they were
prepared to explain the whole system to
anyone requiring it and also to have it in-
Stalled at a very low cost-really the cost
of administration. I did not know , from
any report I received, that they had to send
a representative over here to instal it or
see it installed.

The 'Minister for Mines: As a matter of
fact, one of our doeto,-s has gone to
Canada.

Mr. LEAHXY: That is even a better idea.
The future of the gold industry is very
bright. With inproved muining machinery,
and mocre modern idea.% of how to mine the
ore we are today miuing very low-grade
ore-lower than has ever been mined in
the history of Western Australia;, and there
is a great possibility of our mining still
lower-grade ore. There are runny big pro-
positions on the Eastern Goldfieds today
that al-c being comsidered by very wealthy

companies. There is a report that one of
-the options has not been exercised; but it
is not very authoritative. Even it it is,
in one case the company that owns the pro-
perty is quits wealthy enough to carry on
operations; and I feel sure that the future
of the goldmining industry in Western Aus-
tralia is assured if it is correctly handled.
I also believe that a great improvement
could be made if we had two or three plants
handling the whole of the products of: say,
the Golden Mile. We had a couple of
plants at one time, but I think we should
have larger plants and more of them. That
wouli tend to reduce costs.

Regarding prospecting I think that last
session I mentioned something in connec-
tion with modern equipment, and the selec-
tion of the right type of man to undertake,
prospecting. I suggested that when he
found something, he should be equipped
with efficient, up-to-date machinery and
should not work under the old system of
hauling up with a windlass mid. bucket. He
should have a compressor sufficient to drive
a friction winch and a jack hammner and a
sinking machine. In that way we might
get somewhere with our prospectors. Thd
ore reserves in Western Australia are very
good at present. A couple of years ago
the Lake View and Star had 4,000,00 tons
with a grade of 5 dwts. and a value of
£10,000,000; the Great Boulder had over
2,000,000 tons, with a grade of 5.5 dwts.,
and a value of £6,797,270; North Kalgurli
had 1,020,622 tons with a grade of 6.34
dwts., valued at £3,235,370; and so on. That
shows that the future of the goidmining in-
dustry 3s assured once we can get men back
into the work, and if we have a sympathetic
Commonwealth Government. We do not
want the Commonwealth Government con-
tinually coming in and playing a shabby
trick on us. They take three or four mil-
lions from us and give us ai couple of
hundred thousand back.

M1r. Abbott: They do not charge income
tax, you know.

Air. LEARY: I am not talking about in-
come taxr.

Mr. Abbott: The gold tax is in lieu of
income tax.

Mr. LEAHY: On production!I
Mr. Abbott: Yes.
Mr. LEAH1Y: I disagree. I think the

most atrocious offence committed against the
interests of the industr~y is the Common-
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wealth tax on production. I would not mind
" tax on profits, but a tax on production is
a distinct injustice to this State.

Mr. Abbott: You are entitled to get a cer-
tain value before -you are taxed.

Mr. LEAHY: That is only in a small
show. That does not refer to big producers
at all. The hon. member is referring to the
small man who has to produce 25 ozs. before
he is taxed.

Mr. Smith: The big companies have to
make a profit before they aro taxed.

Mr. LEARY: I would like to know when
they have not made a profit!

Mr. Sniith: Some have not.
Air. LEAHY: I do not know of them. I

do not 'want to delay the House any longer.
I think enough has been said on the subject.
I am pleased to know that the Minister has
decided to endeavour to get a little more
money.

Mir. Thorn: He ought to be able to fix
that himself ihe is an authority on finance.

Mr. LEAHY: This 'will be a test case for
him.

MR. KELLY (Yilgnrn - Coolgardie)
[10.51]: The Minister, in the introduction
of his Estimates, has made an honest and
encouraging approach to some of the diffi-
culties that have beset the mining industry,
not only in the past few years, but over a
number of -years. He said that the Mines.
Department was fully ippreciative of the
great field that existed, from an exploratory
point of view, in untried areas. That remark
also meets. with great approval. The hon.
gentleman idealt to some extent -with
ihe vigorouis policy that is to he
pur-sued by the Government in pros-
pecting. He further said that the
most iimportnt aspect of the mining in-
dustry is thme prospector. I am pleased that
that expresion has been used in this Cham-
ber by the Minister. On many occasions
members have laid stress on that aspect and
it has seemed, over a period of years, that
those supplications have fallen on deafl ears
because although we did, at one timie; have
a prospecting scheme to assist prospectors,
it was most inadequate and the amount of
the advance was a bare pittance and ditj
not allow of any great activity.

The Minister hats, during the course of
his remarks, invited criticisin. When he
asked for criticism he naturally asked for

constructive criticism. There are times whe:
criticism, though unpleasant, has a veT:
desirable effect in bringing about necessar:
changes in departmental administration. Th
mnember for Mt. Magnet referred to Stat
batteries as rattle traps. That remark amjd
desgribes the position in regard to th
machinery and the method employed in th
State batteries, but at the same time wv
must realise that these batteries, spread a
they are throughout the auriferous conntr.
of this State, have done a magnificent jol
in the opening up of much of the back coun
try. If it had not been for them far les
gold would have been recovered in this Stst(
At the same time that does not relieve th
Government of the responsibility of at leas
putting these batteries into suitable ivorkinj
condition. That has not been possible dlut
ing the past few years when the majorit.
of these plants were closed down. But no'
that activity is again coming to the mij
industry one of the first and most essentia
Jobs to be carried out by the Goverumen
is the placing in order of the various plant
throughout the State.

Little mention was made in the Minister'
speech of the suiphide ores in the State
We all realise that ",Idmining is a wsstin1
industry and that once taken from a win.
gold can only he replaced, as a medium o
revenue to the State, by finding new mine,-
There, of course, the prospector comes inti
his own, and it is by his efforts that mudl
of our progress in the mining industry ha:
been made. At the same time there are man,
known sulphide zones of tremendous valul
to this State lying latent at present becaus,
of the lack of facilities for the treatmen
of sulphide ores. During his term of offici
as Minister for Mines, the present Miniate:
for Lands gave a very interesting talk to a
fairly large gathering at Southern Cr08!
about. the activities of the Mines Depart
ment, and its desire to decide on a plan
that would be suitable for the treatment o:
sulphide ores.

We understood from what the Mliniatei
said that an officer had been despatched t(
the Eastern States to find out the most suit
able type of plant for installation or foi
adoption in the various sulphide zones ol
this State. With all due respect to thi
decision to send that particular man to th4
Eastern States I still contend that he eoult
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have got more valuable information had he
visited and remained for a while on the
Golden Mile where this type of ore is being
successfully treated. I regret that nothing,
has been heard of the result of this man's
visit to the Eastern States, because I feel
that one of our most valuable adjuncts to
the mining industry, the sulphide zones,
is at present practically unworked. These
are to a large extent in several of the fields
now operating and working oxidised ores.

The Estimates have been. correctly
described as having been based on a war
Iperiod. The 1945-46 Estimates disclose a
decreased expenditure of 93.533 compared
with 1944-45. They mostly cover depart-
mental expenditure and do not provide, to
any great extent, for other than salaries and]
general. departmental expenses. To think
that in this year when goldmining should
be receiving the greatest amount of atten-
tion and the most lavish expenditure that
the Treasury can possibly afford, we find
that instead of an anticipated increased ex-
penditure we are, faced with a decreased
one! I feel that a genuinie excuse exists on
this occasion for increased expenditure com-
pared with any past Year of mining acti-
vities in this State. The industry will call
for a great amount at assistance in many
directions that, in past years, it never had
any reason to do. As we have not received
any information, other than some promises
that the matter is being reviewed, and as
we have had no indication from a State
point of view that there is going to he any
large amount of finance found for the
rejuvenation of the mining industry, wve can
look only to the Commonwealth Government
for a general rehabilitation of the industry.

At the Commonwealth 's request the
goldmining industry was reduced to a dan-
gerously low level during the wvar. The Com-
monwealth Government undertook main-
tenance, through the State departments,
and the first advance by the Common-
wealth for expenditure on maintenance in
this State was £100,000- A second ad-
vance of £.50,000 u-ill, I understand, last
only until about the 31st December. Ap-
parently no further grant is anticipated
froni the Commonwealth. Though cer-
tain recommendations have gone to the
Commonwealth Government from the Gold-
mining Panel, no decision has been made

up to the present. It is time the State
Government mnade it clear that wve will not
stand for such treatment any, longer. This
is an industry which is one of the main-
stays of the State and yet, because of an
agreement reached during- the war period,
the State is being embarrassed financially
and will be more embarrassed as the year
goes on. I think the State Government
should approach the Prime Minister in
this matter. -Many mines that closed dur-
ing the war period will require advances
for their rehabilitatioQn. Most mines de-
pleted their finainces and ore reserves and
ran themselves to a standstill during the
trying period between 1942 and 1945.

The Commonwealth assisted this State
to maintain those mines but before they
can again go into production, or even carry
out the preliminary processes of re-estab-
lishment, the maintenance is to be cut off.
The delay that is taking place in opening
the mines will have a detrimental effect on
the employment of men returning from the
wvar. The member for Hannans conmmented
on the method of employing many men
who are returning to the Goldfields and
said there are about 150 meii unemployed
at present. I have heard estimates as
high as 400 men but I think 150 is more
accurate. We find that many of these men
tire not prepared to go hack into the in-
dustry until after Christmas. They are
having a well-earned respite after years
oversea. Others would return to the in-
dustry tomorrow if they could get work of
a particular type. Men have declined johs
underground and have insisted on surface
jobs. There is a limited number of surface
jobs on any mine, and the selection in that
field is therefore narrowed.

The Mines Department has recently put
forward the names of 124 key men for re-
lease, and until they return many mines
will be unable to engage other men who
are seeking employment. There must be
machine miners, winding engine drivers and
other key men before large numbers of other
men can he employed. The difficulty is
caused noL by mine managers, but by the
ta rdy N release of mevn from the Services and
other factors I have mentioned. I know of
one mine that worked until the end of 1943,
when the amoun11t Of Capital remlaining was
£10,000. Since then that mine bas been
maintained under the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment scheme, and at present it is faced
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with the cessation of that maintenance at
about the end of Deember. Mine experts
have approved an expenditure of £28,000 to
place that mine on a production basis. With
only 10,000 on hand the balance must be got
from somewhere. As the mine has depleted
ore, reserves, and its machinery is in need
of repair, a call on shares wyould be out of
the question. The only means of getting
finance is from the Commonwealth Govern-
mient, under its maintenance scheme, or a
scheme of rehabilitation for the mining in-
dustry. The £28,000.covers a great aimount
of developmental work besides maintenance,
as with the ore reserves down to a minimum
it is obvious that there must be an extensive
developmental policy before the mine can
he put into a position to produce. If the
mine is to open, as it probably will do, on
the £E10,000 in hand, this money will quickly
dwindle and the mine will be in such a posi-
tion that unless further finance is made
available by the Commonwealth Government,
it will have to he closed. This mine has
employed an average of 30 men and up to
100 in the peak period, and the loss of em-
ployment to them wvill be very serious in-
deed. This is only one of many mines af-
fected in a similar way. I urge the Gov-
ernment to approach the Commonwealth
early. I1 know that the matter is receiving
consideration, but there is need for immed-
iate action. If the dire necessity of the in-
dustry were represented to the Common-
Wealth without further delay, I believe that
a favourable response would be received.

Progress reported.
House adjoicrned at 11.12 p.m.

Wednesday, 5th December, 1945.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

JIETTIES.

As to Departmental ExpendIituare,

lRon. J. A. DIMMITT asked the Chi(
Secretary: What amounts have been spemi
since 1935, by the Harbour and Light D-
partment on the following jetties:-(a
Coode-street, (b) Mends-street, (c) MAi
Point, (d) Comio, (e) Appleeross, (f) Poii
Walter, (g) Bieton, (h) M1osinan, (i
Keane's Point, (j) Claremont, (k) No
lands, and (1) Cotteslee?

Thes HONORARY M[NISTER (for ti
Chief Secretary) replied: (a) Coode-stree
£1,521 5.3. lGd.; (b) Mends-street, £332 16
4d.; (c ) Mill Point, £E9 Is. 8d.; (d) Coin,
£4 12s.; (e) Appflecross, nil; (f) Poii
Walter, £104 11s. 9~d.: (g) Bicton, leas(
to Melville Road Board (na expenditure',
(h) Ma1o.man, £162; (i) Ieneau's Pain
£t200; (j) Claremont, £3 7s. 2d.; (k) N.e4
lands, £2,738 13s. Id.; (1) Cottesloe, not
Government jetty. This expresses aeti
outlay on these jetties. -Minor expeast
have been charged to Maintenance of JTettii
Authority.

OOLDMINING INDU'STRY.

As4 to Discharge of Key 11en by Serv ices

Hon. W. R. HIALL atsked the Chief Se,
retary: Owing to the fact that there is
very considerable number of unemployed c
the Goldtlelds, and the number is inereasin
weekly, and that the mining industry, get
emlly, is relied upon to absorb a large nun
her of discharged servicemen, will the Stai
Government press upon the Commonwealt
Government the urgent necessity of speed in
up tie discharge of key men, so as to enab
[lie industry, especially on the Goldfields, I
get back to its pre-war production with tt
least possible delay 9

The HONORARY MINISTER (for tl
Chief Secretary) replied:

Towards the end of the war, the Stai
Government directly approached the Prin
Minister for release of men and macliner:
As a result, it was agreed to release sue
listed by the industry as key men and a'
tion in this regard has been instituted I
the Manpower authorities, one of whom ri
yently visited Kalgoorlie to explain wvi
was being done. Some of the men are sti
absent from AustraliA and delay in tho!
eases is unavoidable. The State Govemnmer
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